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Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Summer  Issue  -  1997 


We  hope  you  believe  our  journal  is  meeting  your  requirements  for  informative  and  entertaining 
reading.  However,  without  your  input  we  are  unable  to  fulfill  our  responsibilities  to  present  the  "best 
bargain  in  numismatics.  ”  Please  submit  your  articles  today;  vv^  need  your  involvement  to  make  this 
publication  ours  in  even  sense  of  the  word l 
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EDITORIAL  POLICY 


THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  PUBLISHES  ARTICLES  FROM  A  WIDE  VARIETY  OF 
AUTHORS  AND  SOURCES.  TO  PRESERVE  THE  INTEGRITY  OF  THE  AUTHORS  AND  THE 
CONTENTS  OF  THE  ARTICLES,  YOUR  EDITOR  OFTEN  LEAVES  THE  ARTICLES  INTACT. 
IT  SHOULD  BE  STATED  THAT  THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE  ARTICLES  AND  THE  OPINIONS 
STATED  THEREIN  DO  NOT  NECFSSARILY  REFLECT  THE  POSITIONS  AND  OPINIONS  OF 
THE  EDITOR  OR  THE  SOCIETY  AS  A  WHOLE. 
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COVER  PHOTO:  Frank  VV.  Du  Vail  (LM-001,  AL)  has  delved  into  his  library  of  past  Society 
issues  to  add  to  this  journal.  His  thinking  was  that  many  members,  who  were  not  among  those  who 
joined  at  the  outset  of  the  Society,  might  be  interested  in  seeing  an  article  from  our  very  first  publication. 
It  was  a  reminder  to  me  of  some  of  the  most  valued  commemoratives  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  see,  in 
that  they  were  from  the  estate  of  the  designer.  How  often  are  such  pieces  on  the  marketplace  and  made 
available  for  hobbyists  to  place  them  in  their  own  personal  collections?  In  retrospect,  I  think  my  late 
husband,  Don,  and  I  found  “homes”  for  four  of  the  specimens.  It  was  indeed  an  exciting  experience  to 
handle  coins  with  such  a  distinquished  pedigree. 


PLEASE  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 


Please  remember  our  Society  holds 
meetings  at  most  major  coin  conventions.  These 
gatherings  are  always  scheduled  for  9  a.m.  on 
Saturday.  Check  the  programs  of  the  following 
shows  to  learn  where  SUSCC  meets:  Florida 
United  Numismatists  (FUN)  Show  in 
Orlando— next  meeting:  January  10,  1998,  in 
Room  240A  of  the  Orange  County  Convention 
Center  with  Scott  A.  Travers  (R-2212,  NY)  as 
our  speaker;  the  three-times-a-year  Long  Beach 
(CA)  Coin  and  Collectibles  Expo  in  February, 

June,  and  September;  the  ANA  National  Money 
Show  (Cincinnati,  OH)  in  March;  the  Central 
States  Numismatic  Society  (CSNS)  Convention 
(Milwaukee,  WI)  in  April;  and  the  ANA  107th  Anniversary  Convention  (Portland,  OR)  in  August.  Try 
to  attend  any  or  all  of  these  meetings.  Members  and  non-members  are  very  welcome.  We  need  your 
presence  to  make  each  event  a  success.  Please  offer  your  services  to  present  a  program,  as  we  are 
always  in  need  of  speakers  who  wish  to  share  their  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  for  our  favorite 
numismatic  series! 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


We  are  always  pleased  to  hear  from  our  membership.  The  following  letter  is  from  Richard  A. 
Bacca  (R-1751,  CT): 

Hi,  Helen: 

I  had  a  really  wonderful  time  in  NYC.  I  would  really  like  to  do  more  presentations  at  this  or 
other  shows.  Let  me  know  ahead  when  you  need  help. 
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(Editor’s  Reply:  Dick,  I’m  sorry >  not  to 
have  been  able  to  attend  the  NYC  Society  meeting, 
but  my  presence  at  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors 
meeting  had  to  be  a  priority.  Suffice  to  say,  I 
was  delighted  to  see  you  on  the  bourse  floor  and 
to  hear  how  well  you  and  our  president  fared 
without  me.  Just  proves  that  no  one  is 
indispensable !  However,  my  heart  was  with  you 
all,  and  I  hope  in  the  future  l  will  not  have  a 
similar  conflict.  Needless  to  say,  your  speaking 
at  upcoming  SUSCC  meetings  would  indeed  be 
welcome.  Just  let  me  know  your  availability,  and 
you  will  be  assured  to  have  a  place  on  the 
schedule. ) 

Next,  a  letter  from  Earl  K.  Johnson  (LM-026,  PA): 

Dear  Helen: 

Even  though  my  intentions  have  been  good  over  the  years,  my  continuing  health  problems  have 
been  keeping  me  from  following  through  with  my  membership  in  the  Society. 

As  you  well  know  (Editor’s  Note:  And  I’m  learning  more  and  more  each  day!),  these  golden 
years  are  not  cracked  up  to  be  the  way  they  should. 

Keep  up  the  good  work.  I  sure  do  appreciate  the  coming  of  the  journal. 

The  enclosed  is  not  much  compared  to  what  I  have  received,  but  I  do  appreciate  all  efforts  put 
in  by  you  and  other  executives. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  I  truly  enjoyed  hearing  from  you,  Earl,  and  have  always  been  grateful  for  your 
support  of  our  club.  Your  financial  generosity  enables  us  to  continue  delivering  our  journal  to  members 
at  the  least  expensive  cost  possible.  Your  words  of  appreciation  for  our  officers  ’  labors  are  very 
gratifying  and  inspiring  to  our  continued  service  to  the  Society’.  I  look  forward  to  your  next  letter,  telling 
me  your  health  has  greatly  improved  and  you  are  still  benefiting  from  our  efforts  to  have  great  fun  and 
to  increase  members  ’  education  as  a  result  of  our  publication  and  other  membership  benefits.) 

Next,  a  letter  from  Irving  Kam  (R-0165,  HI): 

Hi,  Helen: 

Just  a  short  note  to  pay  my  dues  for  the  1997-1998  period  and  to  say  “hello.” 

I  just  started  in  on  The  Trail  last  night  and  must  say  that  the  proficiency,  as  well  as  the  quality 
of  Q.  David  Bowers’  works,  and  your  own  prolific  output,  even  beyond  our  Society,  is  simply  amazing. 
After  all  these  years,  I  am  still  in  awe  and  very  grateful. 

Kathy  sends  her  love,  and  we  hope  to  see  you  in  Waikiki  in  November. 
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fake  care! 


Much  aloha! 

(Editor's  Reply:  Irving,  you  and  Kathy  can  count  on  my  being  present  at  the  Hawaii  State 
Numismatic  Association  Convention  at  the  Queen  Kapiolani  Hotel  November  6-9,  1997.  I'll  be  arriving 
on  Wednesday,  November  5th,  and  departing  on  Monday,  November  10th,  so  I'll  be  able  to  take  full 
advantage  of  all  your  wonderful  Island  hospitality.  I  have  already  booked  my  flight  to  Oahu,  and  Marion 
F.  Kendrick  ( R-1810 ,  HI)  has  graciously  agreed  to  make  my  hotel  reservation.  All  I  need  do  now  is 
prepare  my  educational  presentations,  have  ANA  materials  shipped  for  the  convention,  make  my  local 
shuttle  reservations,  and  prepare  and  pack  my  clothes.  Now  I  wouldn ’t  want  you  to  think  I’m  not  too 
eager  to  make  my  annual  trip  to  Paradise— not  much!  What  a  pleasure  it  is  to  be  with  everyone  in 
Hawaii,  even  if  it  is  only  once  a  year.) 

Next,  a  letter  from  Arnold  H.  Miniman  (R-2247,  NJ): 

Dear  Helen: 

Enclosed  is  my  check  to  renew  my  membership. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  printing  my  article  (Editor’s  Note:  "The  Search  for  the  Elusive  50,” 
TCT,  Fall/Winter  -  1996,  Volume  14  -  HI  &  H2).  Also,  thanks  for  the  publicity  blurb  in  Coin  World. 
(Editor’s  Note:  I  believe  Beth  Deisher  (R-2027,  OH)  deserves  credit  for  that.) 

I  hope  all  is  well  with  you,  and  I  look  forward  to  meeting  you  at  the  ANA  convention  in  New 
York  this  summer. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Arnold,  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  meet  you  and  your  wife  and,  of  course, 
Robert  J.  Pasek  (R-1944,  NJ)  at  the  ANA  106th  Anniversary  Convention.  With  my  schedule  being  what 
it  was,  I  was  amazed  you  tracked  me  down.  I  was  fortunate  to  find  Bob  in  the  exhibit  section,  and  he 
very’  kindly  escorted  me  to  your  joint  exhibit.  Even  though  1  realize  an  exhibit  is  not  considered  for  an 
award  if  it  consists  of  the  materials  and  efforts  of  two  individuals,  I  think  you  deserved  one.  What  a  neat 
idea  to  show  the  contrast  in  your  white  and  Bob’s  toned  commems  and  why  both  are  appealing  to 
collectors.  Frankly,  it  was  the  only  exhibit  I  had  time  to  see,  but  it  made  for  the  most  entertaining  and 
interesting  one  I  could  have  imagined.  Congratulations  to  both  of  you!) 

Next,  a  letter  from  Ira  Linden  (R-1758,  NY): 

Dear  Helen: 

It  was  nice  meeting  you  at  the  ANA  show  here  in  New  York.  I  found  one  dealer  who  was  selling 
holders  and  envelopes,  but  they  were  for  the  1936  issues.  He  said  that  he  never  saw  the  1948  BTW 
holders  and  envelopes,  but  Ell  keep  looking. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  check  for  $20  for  next  year’s  dues.  Again,  it  was  nice  meeting  you, 
and  I  hope  to  see  you  again. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Unfortunately,  Ira,  I’m  not  surprised  at  your  lack  of  success.  As  you  well  know, 
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I’ve  been  searching  to  no  avail  for  quite  a  few  years  trying  to  locate  the  cellophane  envelopes  within 
paper  envelopes  for  you  that  could  be  legitimately  identified  as  being  from  the  1948  issues.  Hopefully, 
a  member  of  the  Society  will  read  this  correspondence  and  have  knowledge  of  where  you  may  obtain  your 
highly-desired  documentation.  I’ll  be  more  than  delighted  to  forward  any  responses  directly  to  you.  I 
enjoyed  finally  meeting  you  in  person  and  look  forward  to  the  next  ANA  in  the  Big  Apple. ) 

Next  follows  a  letter  from  John  R.  Noel  (R-0183,  NV): 

Hi,  Helen: 

Hope  this  finds  you  and  your  mom  well.  Here  is  the  long-promised  article  for  The  Trail.  Feel 
free  to  change  it  any  way  or  for  any  reason.  I’m  working  on  another;  should  have  it  done  in  a  month 
or  so. 


I  surely  enjoy  The  Trail.  I’ve  been  going  back  through  all  of  them.  One  thing  about  them— they 
never  go  out  of  date.  For  instance,  the  newsletter  published  in  August  1984  had  a  picture  of  the  Olde 
York  County  map  with  the  #1 5  coin.  As  you  know,  the  one  you  obtained  for  me  is  #19. 

We  are  all  healthy  and  busy.  As  I’ve  said  before,  most  of  our  day  is  taken  up  by  taxi  service 
for  the  kids. 

Take  care  of  yourself. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  John,  I  know  how  busy  you  are.  I  truly  appreciated  your  sending  me 
“ Reminiscences ,  ”  appearing  on  page  33  of  this  issue  and  look  forward  to  seeing  your  next  submission. 
I  know  what  a  dedicated  numismatist  you  are,  and  I  am  sure  your  interests  one  day  will  inspire  at  least 
one  of  your  three  children  to  begin  collecting.  You  certainly  have  acquired  some  real  “ treasures  ”  in  your 
collecting  areas,  and  /  am  gratified  that  you  derive  such  pleasure  from  belonging  to  the  Society.  Hope 
to  see  you  and  Linda  in  the  not-too-distant  future. ) 

Next,  a  letter  from  a  relatively  new  member,  Mike  L.  Steelman  (R-2288-TN): 

Dear  Mrs.  Carmody: 

I  recently  met  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-001,  AL)  at  a  coin  show  and  enjoyed  a  conversation  with 
him  concerning  commemoratives.  Frank  told  me  about  SUSCC  and  introduced  me  to  The  Commemorative 
Trail.  Reviewing  past  issues  has  kept  me  happily  occupied  for  several  weeks  now.  I  cannot  believe  the 
quality  of  your  journal.  The  articles  are  well  researched,  informative,  and  downright  interesting.  Some 
of  the  coin  periodicals  seem  to  branch  out  too  much  into  areas  such  as  telephone  cards,  web  presses, 
surfing  the  net,  etc.,  and  do  not  stress  coins  enough  anymore.  It  is  refreshing  to  read  a  publication  that 
is  devoted  to  one  area  and  really  does  it  justice.  I  am  definitely  interested  in  joining  and  agree  with 
others  who  have  stated  that  TCT  alone  is  well  worth  the  price  of  membership. 

I  have  read  that  members  were  polled  for  requests  for  back  issues  of  TCT.  If  additional  copies 
were  made  of  previous  issues,  I  would  be  very  interested  in  information  on  purchasing  them.  Enclosed 
is  a  check  to  cover  the  dues  for  this  year  and  next  year.  Thank  you  for  your  time  and  for  doing  such 
a  great  job  for  SUSCC. 
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(Editor’s  Reply:  /  am  very'  much  pleased  you  were  so  impressed  with  TCT  and  was  delighted  you 
had  an  opportunity  to  meet  Frank,  our  “Founding  Father,  ”  in  person.  He  is  a  great  advertisement  for 
our  club,  always  promoting  the  Society  and  the  work  we  do.  In  an  upcoming  issue,  I  will  again  list  the 
contents  of  each  of  our  publications,  thereby  giving  members  the  opportunity  to  place  orders  for  back 
copies  of  our  journal.  SUSCC  is  proud  to  have  you  as  a  member!) 

Sometimes  a  member  requests  his/her  name,  etc.,  not  be  published  in  our  journal.  I  do  honor 
such  requests,  and  next  is  a  letter  from  one  such  devoted  Society  member: 

Dear  Helen: 

Enclosed  please  find  annual  dues  payment  along  with  a  small  donation  “toward  the  cause.” 

It  was  nice  seeing  you  again  at  the  ANA’s  Summer  Conference  in  Colorado  Springs.  Thanks 
again  for  looking  at  and  commenting  upon  the  commemorative  coins  I  had  with  me  while  there.  It’s 
always  interesting  to  observe  how  various  knowledgeable  and  experienced  numismatists,  dealers,  etc., 
can  look  at  a  given  issue  with  a  designated  high  grade  and  holdered  by  one  of  the  major  grading  services 
and  independently  concur  with  the  grade  on  the  label  or  else  critique  it,  implying  the  number  reflects 
“market”  grading  and  not  necessarily  “technical”  grading  of  the  coin.  Some  like  the  toning  or  find  it 
too  dark  or  see  PVC  instead  of  toning  even.  I  guess  beauty  is  ultimately  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder— in 
spite  of  the  holder. 

Your  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  SUSCC  and  in  advancing  numismatics  are  appreciated. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  As  you  well  know,  I  was  very’  much  impressed  with  the  quality >  of  the  segment 
of  your  commemorative  collection,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  to  examine.  Doing  so  really  made  my  day 
(even  my  week!)— to  have  the  opportunity  to  look  at  coins  of  my  favorite  series  in  a  relaxed  setting. 
Unfortunately,  that  happens  all  too  infrequently  lately.  It  is  true  numismatists  (dealers  and  collectors) 
will  have  differing  opinions  regarding  the  grade  of  a  particular  coin.  Often  it  is  because  one  may  be  a 
specialist  in  a  particular  area  and  not  familiar  with  certain  characteristics  of  an  issue.  After  viewing 
thousands  of  commemorative s,  it  is  also  easier  to  know  when  one  falls  into  a  very  special  category  or  is 
average  for  the  grade.  Chatting  with  you  and  learning  of  your  experiences  in  the  grading  class  make  that 
one  of  the  courses  I 'd  like  to  take  eventually.  You  have  a  collection  of  which  you  can  be  very >  proud,  and 
I  hope  to  view  the  remaining  coins  at  next  year’s  seminar— if  not  sooner.) 

And,  finally,  a  letter  from  John  Zaumeyer,  Jr.  (R-1221,  CA): 

Hi,  Helen: 

Enclosed  are  my  97-98  SUSCC  dues  plus  a  few  bucks  for  the  good  of  the  Society. 

The  Trails  continue  to  amaze  me,  as  I  turn  from  page  to  page  authored  by  yourself— endless. 

Thanks  for  your  devotion. 

(Editor’s  Reply:  It’s  always  encouraging  to  know  one’s  efforts  are  appreciated.  This  issue  has 
been  another  difficult  one  to  assemble.  I  had  hoped  to  begin  it  earlier  than  usual.  Then  came  the  ANA 
Summer  Conference,  the  ANA  NYC  Convention,  the  California  Exonumist  Show,  the  Golden  State  Coin 
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Show,  the  Long  Beach  Expo,  and  the  West  Coast  Expo  in  Seattle.  In  between  these  events  came  other 
numismatic  and  personal  responsibilities  and  obligations  and  a  flood  of  mishaps.  My  eyeglasses  were 
lost  en  route  to  New  York;  several  personal  possessions  were  damaged,  including  my  luggage,  either 
while  in  or  returning  from  the  Big  Apple.  Then  after  I  was  home  for  less  than  a  week,  my  refrigerator 
and  my  car’s  air-conditioning  both  “ died .  ”  /  also  had  trouble  seeing  with  my  Sav-On  Drug  “specials, " 
and  working  on  my  computer  was  kept  to  an  absolute  minimum— except  for  recording  Society'  dues  and 
forwarding  them  to  our  treasurer  with  a  report  to  our  secretary— until  I  finally  was  able  to  make  an 
appointment  with  an  ophthalmologist  and  have  now  had  my  eyeglasses  replaced.  Not  too  much  more 
could  have  happened  to  delay  this  issue  of  our  journal,  and  /  apologize  for  the  lateness  of  its  publication.) 

As  always,  I  appreciate  hearing  from  all  members.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  write  to  me  with  any 
recommendations  with  respect  to  improving  our  journal  or,  for  that  matter,  how  the  Society’  may  better 
meet  your  expectations. 


*  *  * 


REMINDER 


Please  remember  to  submit  your  articles  on  disk  if  possible.  As  I  work  with  an  IBM-compatible 
computer  and  WordPerfect  5. 1  (DOS),  perhaps  you  can  use  that  program  as  well.  If  not,  any  other  will 
be  totally  acceptable  as  long  as  I  am  able  to  read  the  disk. 


But  don’t  let  these  conditions  stop  you  from  writing  an  article, 
work  from  a  hard  copy,  i.e.,  the  printed  page. 


I  am  also  more  than  whiling  to 


Now  all  you  need  are  time,  energy,  and  a  desire  to  see  your 
by-line  appear  in  our  journal! 

The  next  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  will  be  started  as 
soon  as  I  have  sent  this  one  to  Frank  for  proofreading  and  forwarding 
to  our  printer.  Hopefully,  it  will  arrive  before  everyone  feels  I  have 
fallen  off  the  face  of  the  earth! 

1  am  pleased  to  report  I  have  several  articles  which  have 
already  been  submitted,  but  my  backlog  of  features  is  still  tar  from  a 
supply  with  which  I  am  comfortable. 


I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  that  you  furnish  me  with  any 
materials  you  feel  are  worthy  of  publication  in  our  journal.  If  Xeroxing  pages,  please  use  the  highest- 
quality  copier  available  in  your  area.  I  received  several  for  this  issue,  which  I  could  barely  decipher. 
Therefore,  I  could  not  include  them  in  TCT. 


Any  and  all  submissions  will  be  very  deeply  appreciated. 


Many  thanks! 
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THE  PRESIDENT’S  OFFICE 


by  Jerry  Yahalom  (R-1060,  CA) 


It  has  been  quite  an  auspicious  summer.  My  wife, 
Mary  Yahalom  (R-1784,  CA),  and  I  attended  the  ANA 
106th  Anniversary  Convention  in  New  York  City.  The 
summer  show  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
was  outstanding  in  every  respect.  There  is  always  an 
attractive  complement  of  dealers,  and  collectors  had  a 
wealth  of  material  from  which  to  choose.  Numismatic 
Theater  presentations,  forums,  meetings,  and  other 
scheduled  events  were  so  varied  and  enticing  I  found  it 
difficult  to  be  present  at  all  I  wished  to  attend.  The 
exhibits,  although  limited  due  to  space,  were  a  delight  to 
behold  and  should  have  encouraged  even  those  who  are 
novices  in  that  area  to  be  inspired  to  enter  their  own 
displays  at  upcoming  conventions.  Needless  to  say,  our 
Society  meeting  was  a  highlight  on  my  schedule.  My  thanks  to  Richard  A.  Bacca  (R-1751,  CT)  who 
assisted  me  in  the  program  and  presented  in-depth  information  regarding  the  Connecticut  Tercentenary 
commemorative.  I  especially  enjoyed  meeting  SUSCC  members  who  had  been  only  “names”  to  me 
before  our  meeting  at  the  New  York  Marriott  in  the  Big  Apple.  Mary  is  already  prepared  (at  a  moment’s 
notice!)  to  book  our  reservations  for  the  next  NYC  ANA. 

My  own  state  of  California  has  been  very  active  numismatically.  The  Golden  State  Coin  Show 
was  held  in  Pasadena  on  Labor  Day  weekend.  Initially,  the  committee  had  reservations  about  the  wisdom 
of  having  such  an  event  during  an  especially  popular  summer  holiday,  but  our  concerns  were  quickly 
dispelled  when  attendance  at  noon  on  Saturday  exceeded  that  of  the  entire  previous  year’s  show.  Each 
year  Mary  and  I  sponsor  awards  for  the  outstanding  commemorative  exhibits  at  Golden  State,  and  all 
three  winners  were  valued  members  of  our  Society!  Phil  Iversen  (R-1243,  CA)  took  first-place  honors 
for  his  “1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar.”  Roy  T.  Iwata’s  (R-0566,  CA)  display  of  “The 
San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Half  Dollar”  (complete  with  original  documentation)  was  judged  a 
very  close  second.  Third-place  honors  went  to  Dale  B.  Snyder  (C-0003,  CA)  for  “United  States  Half 
Dollar  Commemoratives  on  Parade.”  Congratulations  to  all  three  gentlemen. 

The  Long  Beach  Coin  and  Collectibles  Expo  in  September  was  the  site  of  another  interesting  and 
informative  presentation  by  Scott  A.  Travers  (R-2212,  NY).  We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  Scott  as 
a  speaker  at  meetings  on  the  West  Coast.  His  talk  was  witnessed  by  one  of  the  Expo’s  staff  members, 
who  later  related  to  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA)  that  he  wished  he  could  have  remained  for  the 
entire  program.  Unfortunately,  work  called,  but  the  employee  was  fascinated  by  Scott’s  discussion  of 
real  versus  artificial  toning. 

On  the  national  scene,  there  is  still  great  interest  in  the  Botanic  Garden  Coinage  and  Currency 
Sets.  My  thanks  to  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY),  who,  during  a  talk  at  an  earlier  Long  Beach  Expo, 
alerted  members  to  the  possibility  this  very  low-mintage  item  would  be  a  winner.  Mary  and  I  heeded 
his  advice  and  were  successful  when  ordering.  Even  if  we  were  not,  the  joy  and  education  resulting  from 
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our  numismatic  involvements  are  sufficient  rewards. 


Numismatically, 


Jerry 


*  *  * 


THE  VICE  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 


by  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-001,  AL) 

In  this  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  your  vice 
president  has  written  two  articles.  It  occurred  to  me  as  I  was 
preparing  them  that  past,  present,  and  future  articles  of  our  journal 
are  preserved  and  handed  to  future  generations  through  the 
libraries  of  our  membership. 

In  a  sense,  the  issues  of  TCT  form  a  repository  of  useful 
reference  articles  for  future  research;  correlation  of  future 
purchases,  particularly  memorabilia;  and  explanatory  or 
embellishing  material  for  exhibits. 

My  reason  for  writing  the  above  is  to  suggest  to  our 
members  that  The  Trail  provides  an  outlet  of  their  knowledge  or 
information  which  would  be  useful  to  future  commemorative  buffs.  By  direct  correlation  through  your 
articles,  you  become  a  part  of  the  “pedigree"  of  the  items  about  which  you  write. 

I’m  sure  you  will  enjoy  the  Craig  YVatanabe  (R-0136,  HI)  account  of  the  handling  of  eight 
Hawaiian  halves  from  the  Juliette  Mae  Fraser  Estate,  which  appears  later  in  this  issue.  You  can  readily 
appreciate  how  Craig’s  article  can  provide  insight  to  future  owners  of  any  of  the  eight  Hawaiian  halves 
and  for  anyone  interested  in  the  history  of  the  Hawaiian  half  dollar. 

The  point  in  all  of  this  is  an  appeal  to  each  of  you  to  document  useful  information  for  future 
generations  and  send  it  to  our  editor  for  inclusion  in  The  Trail.  You  will  gain  recognition  from  current 
and  future  appreciating  readers. 

Yours  for  a  better  Society, 


Frank 


More  and  more  of  our  members  have  expressed  the  desire  to  see  commemorative-related 
documentation  in  the  pages  of  our  journal.  I  am  delighted  to  say  our  “Founding  Father  ”  has  responded 
to  their  requests  with  the  following  article. 


THE  JULIETTE  MAE  FRASER-CRAIG  VVATANABE  HAWAIIAN  HALF  DOLLARS 


by  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-001,  AL) 


In  the  very  first  issue  of  our  Society’s  newsletter,  an  article  was  “scouted”  by  Mike  Fuljenz  (R- 
0002,  TX)  and  petitioned  from  its  author  by  Helen  L.  Carmodv  (R-0007,  CA)  and  her  late  husband, 
Don.  The  journal  did  not  have  its  present  title  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  but  was  just  an  assemblage 
of  locally-typed,  hand-collated-around-the-dinner-table  sheets,  and  mailed  in  hand-addressed  envelopes. 

The  article,  authored  by  Craig  Watanahe  (R-0136,  HI),  who  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
Society,  concerned  a  group  of  eight  Hawaiian  commemoratives  from  the  Estate  of  Juliette  Mae  Fraser. 
Mrs.  Fraser  had  designed  the  1928  Hawaiian  commemorative.  That  article  is  reproduced  in  its  entirety 
as  it  appeared  in  its  original  form.  Since  the  feature  is  an  entity  within  itself,  no  further  introduction  is 
necessary. 

Because  only  a  small  number  of  our  current  membership  received  the  article,  present  members 
might  appreciate  having  this  article  in  their  libraries.  Accordingly,  the  article  follows  in  the  next  several 
pages  of  the  TCT. 

Another  reason  for  reproducing  Craig  Watanabe’s  article  is  that  all  eight  of  the  Fraser  Estate 
Hawaiians  were  photographed,  certified,  and  attested  to  by  Craig.  This  author  was  fortunate  to  be 
offered  the  No.  7  Hawaiian  coin  (with  papers)  by  Craig  at  the  1985  FUN  Show.  The  certification  of  the 
No.  7  coin  is  shown  following  the  Craig  Watanahe  article. 

Anyone,  who  encounters  any  of  the  eight  Fraser  Estate  coins  and  accompanying  certification,  can 
correlate  the  coins  and  certification  letter  with  a  copy  of  this  original  Watanahe  article  that  reappears  in 
this  issue  of  our  journal. 

This  is  part  of  what  the  Society  is  all  about! 
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CAPTAIN  COOK  COIN  CO.  OF  HONOLULU,  INC. 


In  I  ><  111  ill'll t  ii  lli  mi  iIii/ii  Iasi  hiii  mi  i  ii  l!  I  hr  Karr  ('mil  Mr!  ru/mlts  in  I  hr  Slutr  nf  I  Inn  an' 


Crai^  Watanabt*  I  ’iVMilrnl 

(  ) 1 1  let*  Address 
Kmpnv  Kuddinp 
Id  So  lintel  Street,  Suite  ,1 1'J 
1 1 1  Mini  u  I  u.  I  I  a  uni  l  t  MiS  l.i 

t.stts)  I  d TU'd 


M  ,i d i n u  Address 
I'  ( )  I  mix  ddd  ;  ; 


I  I <Minl  ul u  I  1  ;i u  a 1 1  1 M  iS'd 


A  S I GN  I  FI  CANT  FIND 


by  Craig  Watanabe,  Society  For  U.S.  Commemora t I ve  Coins,  Charter  Member  4*136,  ANA  LM 


Once  in  awhile  a  numismatic  "find"  arrives  for  each  of  us.  One  for  me  began 


in  late  August  of  this  year,  19&3.  Being  in  Hawaii  there  are  several  occasions 
during  the  course  of  any  year  when  someone  will  call  saying  they  have  a  half  dollar 
made  for  Hawaii  dating  1928.  This  particular  call  was  not  an  exception.  A 
gentleman  wanted  t 01  know  what  his  was  worth.  Upon  his  arrival  to  the  office  he 
produced  a  partially  dipped  Hawaiian  commem.  Knowing  it  was  available  I  made  an 
offer.  His  answer  was  a  familiar  one  to  most  dealers,  "Can't  you  go  any  higher? 


1 1 


I  then  suggested  for  him  to  shop  around  and  call  back  If 


The  book  says 


mine  was  acceptable.  Within  a  week  there  was  no  call;  however,  an  ad  In  a 
publication  appeared  stating  an  Hawaiian  commem  for  sale.  Doing  some  detective 
research  1  matched  the  ad  with  this  same  man.  Eurlka!  He  turned  out  to  be  the 
attorney  handling  the  estate  for  the  late  Juliette  May  Fraser,  designer  of  the 
Captain  Cook  Hawaiian  Commemorative  half  dollar  minted  In  1928.  (She  passed  away 
in  ea r 1 y  August,  1 9 8 3  at  the  age  of  96!)  Naturally  I  asked  if  there  were  other 
items  in  the  estate  and  he  replied  that  when  Miss  Fraser  passed  on  her  housekeeper 
threw  away  virtually  everything  she  thought  was  worthless;  everything  paper, 
sketches,  scrlbblings,  old  checks  dating  back  to  the  1920s  and  before,  etc. 

S  icken  ing ! 

Following  his  account  of  events;  Within  a  couple  of  weeks  after  her  death, 
a  bank  called  him  advising  of  a  safety  deposit  box  In  her  name.  The  entire  contents 
included  several  personal  documents  and  eight  Captain  Cook  halves,  one  of  wh  I 
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LIFE  MEMBER 


CAP  I'AIN  COOK  COIN  CO.  OK  HONOLULU,  INC. 

'  •  1 '  -  '  '>•  i  "in  I/.  '  •  i  n<  u  i  ;  ii  '  ■! ,  •  s  in  i ,  , ,/  /  l,i  i,  ,/  n  ' 


,iii^  'A  .it.iMab** 

1 1  H  r  \»hin  ss 

S,'  II  Kt  A|  ri  i  !.  Suili- 

■  Lulu  I  i  I  A  1 1  : 


M.iilmti  Address 
1 M )  l tux 

I  lonohilu.  I  lawau  IMiMlO- 


was  a  matte  proof  in  its  original  box  I  Hence,  on  an  early  September  morning  I 
purchased  six  of  the  eight  halves.  Pleased  with  his  success  this  gentleman 
Included  the  proof's  box  in  the  sale  (which  was  disposed  of  at  the  October  Long 
Beach  Convention).  However,  he  insisted  on  keeping  two  pieces  for  himself. 
Unfortunately,  he  chose  them.  Yes,  one  was  the  proof. 

A  month  later  an  urge  hit  upon  me  to  call  Mr.  X  once  again,  and  again,  and 
again,  until  he  finally  agreed  to  "negotiate"  his  proof!  Having  seen  In  the  area 
of  5C0+  business  strikes  over  the  oast  twelve  years,  but  only  six  proofs,  I  called 
my  very  good  friend  S  colleague,  Don  Medcalf  (renown  Hawaiian  dealer  and  son  of 
Gordon  Medcalf,  a  man  who  has  virtually  put  together  'tons'  of  invaluable  Infor¬ 
mation  pertaining  to  Hawaiiana)  to  verify  the  find.  One  hundred  percent  pleased 
with  his  con f i rma t i on ,  the  purchase  was  made! 

Conditions  of  the  e i qh t  halves?  According  to  the  attorney,  the  most  recent 
documents  in  Miss  Fraser's  safety  deposit  box  were  dated  from  the  1 9  40 5 .  He  had 
been  her  attorney  for  over  fifteen  years  and  was  not  even  aware  of  the  existence 
of  this  box.  With  the  exception  of  the  one  piece  he  dipped  (to  impress  me 
initially  with  "brilliance"),  I  would  grade  all  pieces  at  least  Mint  State  65 
with  gorgeous  original  tone.  The  proof  is  also  65  with  gorgeous  original,  eye 
appealing  tone,  especially  for  being  of  the  Matte  tyoe. 

As  of  this  writing  three  pieces  are  in  'virtually'  permanent  collections; 
one  belongs  In  a  dealer's  investment  portfolio;  the  attorney  has  one;  one  will  (has) 
anpear(ed)  in  the  November,  National  Committee  for  Monetary  Reform  convention's 
auction  in  New  Orleans  (James  U.  Blanchard,  III,  Chairman);  and  yours  truly 
owns  two  nieces,  a  business  strike  &  the  proof. 


CAPTAIN  COOK  COIN  CO.  OF  HONOLULU,  INC. 


Crai^  Watanabe ,  President 

Office  Address: 

Kmpire  Building 


Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  29933 

Honolulu,  Hawaii  96820-2333 


■19  So.  Hotel  Street,  Suite  312  ^ 

Honolulu,  Hawaii  96813 
(808)  531-2702 

I  would  like  to  thank  Don  &  Helen  Carmody  for  Inviting  me  to  write  this 
article  for  your  prestigious  society  newsletter.  To  me,  they  are  among  the  most 
wonderful  S  sincere  people  In  the  rare  coin  realm! 


END 


LIFE  MEMBER 
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CAPTAIN  COOK  COIN  CO.  OF  HONOLULU,  INC. 


n  Hounftilti.  fusl  hemming  the  Harr  Cum  Metropolis  in  the  State  nf  Hawaii' 


Cran;  Watanabe  President 

l ) I  ('if*.*  Address 
Kmpire  Building 
Id  So  Hotel  Street.  Suite  U'J 
1  lonolulu,  I  law, ui  !Mi,K[d 
(SOS)  d.i  1-2702 


Mailing  Address: 

I’.O  Box  2‘)‘)dd 

Honolulu,  Hawaii  9BH2()-2dd.l 


5c  ptemb  cr  17th,  12  34 


To  ’..fhom  I  t  ‘lay  Concern; 

The  accompanying  Captain  Cook  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  is  one  of  the  eight 
pieces  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Juliette  flay  Fraser.  Ms.  Fraser,  who  passed 
away  on  July  31st,  1 Q  8  3 ,  was  the  designer  of  this  coin  minted  in  1228. 

From  tier  estate  1  was  allowed  to  purchase  the  eight  pieces.  For  purposes 
of  identification  each  example  has  been  numbereJ  and  photographed.  This  piece 
is  ,^7.  Its  photos,  obverse  and  reverse,  you  will  find  affixed  to  this 
1 et  ter head . 


5  in  cere  1  y  6  -M  aha  , 
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LIFE  MEMBEB 


One  of  the  most  fascinating  articles  (to  me  at  least)  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  prepan  for  out 
journal  was  one  which  appeared  in  the  Fall/Winter  -  1992  issue. 

bv  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  IQ.  David  Bowers  (R-0S48,  NH),  Raymond  N.  Merena  (R-2249,  NH)] 
sale  at  the  Florida  United  Numismatists  Show  in  Orlando.  The  front  cover  of  The  Commemoratra e  ra i 
proclaimed  “ FUN  PROMISES  GREAT  TREASURES  FOR  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  EPHEMERA 
COLLECTOR.  ”  The  results  proved  that  statement  to  be  true,  and  the  success  of  the  auction  increase  c 
collector  awareness  as  to  the  value  of  this  documentation.  Following  are  depicted  some  original  holders , 
boxes,  and  accompanying  official  items,  the  likes  of  which  will  add  great  fan  and  challenge  to  your 

collecting  endeavors. 

TREASURES  JUST  AWAITING  YOUR  DISCOVERY! 


by  Frank  W.  Du  Vail  (LM-001,  AL) 


1936  Arkansas  Commemorative  Transmittal  Envelope  (obverse) 

Few  people  realize  how  very  difficult  envelopes  are  to  find,  as  most  collectors  simply  removed 
their  coins  and  threw  the  envelopes  away.  What  a  loss  for  future  hobbyists!  In  contrast,  more  holders 
are  available,  but  even  those  that  remain  are  in  varying  degrees  of  condition.  It  was  the  careful, 
organized,  and  meticulous  collectors  of  the  past  in  whose  debt  we  are. 


17 


$ 


T 


HE  NEW  DENNISON  CLAS 

PAT  NOV.  20.  1923 

No.  1  5  —  4  x  63/s 

Dennison  Mfg.  Co..  Framingham.  Mass  .  U.S.A. 


P 


1936  Arkansas  Commemorative  Envelope  (reverse) 


The  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  commemorative  coins  were  distributed  in  a  paper 
envelope  containing  a  thick  cardboard  holder  with  spaces  to  accommodate  six  coins,  which  are  pictured 
on  the  next  page.  Form  letters  follow,  which  were  sent  to  collectors  interested  in  purchasing  the  coins. 
(Note  the  misspelling  of  the  designer’s  name  in  the  latter!) 
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I  he  San  Francisco  Clearing  House  Association 

231  MILLS  BUILDING 

FREDERICK  H  COLBURN  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL. 

MANAGED 


PROPOSED  COMMEMORATIVE  COIN 
Re:  SAN  FRANC ISC 0- OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE 


To  the  Person  Addressed: 

This  is  to  acknowledge  your  recent  letter.  The  great 
number  of  similar  inquiries,  compels  us  to  respond  in  this 
way. 


April  10,  1936,  Sen.  Hiram  W.  Johnson  introduced  in 
Congress  Senate  Bill  No.  4464  to  authorize  coinage  by  the 
U.  S.  Mint  of  a  new  fifty  cent  piece  of  special  design  to 
commemorate  the  Celebration  of  the  completion  of  the  San 
Franci sco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge. 

If  the  Bill  is  passed  and  approved,  and  a  Commemorative 
Half  Dollar  is  issued  in  due  time,  it  is  now  expected  that 
the  issue  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Celebration 
Committee  which  will  be  privileged  to  purchase  the  issue  at 
face  value  of  the  coins  plus  some  production  expense.  Then 
the  Committee  will  undertake  to  resell  the  coins  at  a  premium 
as  is  the  usual  procedure. 

The  San  Francisco  Clearing  House  Association  consented 
to  act  as  the  "Official  Recipient"  required  in  such  cases, 
but  plans  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of  the  Commemoratives  to 
individual  purchasers  have  not  been  determined. 

Therefore  we  cannot  at  this  time  inform  you  as  to  whether 
the  coin  will  be  actually  issued  at  all:  or  whether  the  ex¬ 
pected  issue  will  be  minted  at  one  Mint  exclusively  or  at  more 
Mints:  or  the  date  on  which  they  will  be  available:  or  where 

or  by  whom  they  will  be  sold:  or  the  resale  price,  etc.  No 
application  or  order  blanks  have  been  provided. 

Please  be  assured  that  your  letter  will  not  be  lost  sight 
of.  Your  interest  is  appreciated.  You  may  expect  to  hear 
from  us  again  or  that  we  will  refer  your  letter  to  some  proper 
Committee  for  their  attention  and  future  action. 


Very  truly  yours, 
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Manager . 


con;  division 

S^n  Franc isco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Celebration 
November  12,  13,  and  14 
San  Francisco,  California. 


To  Coin  Collectors: 

Commemorative  one-half  dollar  celebrating  the  opening  of  the 
San  Franc! sco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  has  been  autnorized  by  the  United 
States  Congress  in  a  Bill  introduced  by  Senator  Hiram  W.  Johnson  of 
California  and  approved  by  the  President  on  June  20,  1930. 

The:  present  plans  of  this  Committee  include  issuance  of  100,000 
one-half v dollars .  All  coins  remaining  unsold,  at  a  date  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  very < dhor tly ,  are  to  be  returned  to  the  United  States  Mint  fcr 
re-melting. 

The  design  of  the  coin  which  is  being;  made  by  Jacques  Schneir, 
famous  young  California  sculptor,  will  show  the  California  Grizzly 
Bear  facing  forward  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  the  grea* 

Bridge  stretching  across  San  Francisco  Bay.  The  date  of  the  coin 
will  be  1936. 

The  demand  for  these  coins  is  already  very  brisk  and  orders  will 
be  filled  in  accordance  with  the  date  on  which  they  are  received.  There 
is  every  likelihood  that  the  entire  issue  will  be  sold  very  speedily 
and  collectors  aTe  urged  to  send  in  their  orders  as  scon  as  possible 
so  that  they  may  not  be  disappointed.  The  coin  will  be  minted  at  San 
Francisco  only  and  should  be  available  for  delivery  on  or  about  the 
first  of  October. 

The  price  has  been  set  at  $1.50,  for  counter  sales,  for  each  coin 
and  for  out  of  town  sales,  the  prices  are  as  follows: 


1 

coin, 

$1..65 

each. 

Total  .  .  .  . 

.  .  .  $1.65 

2 

coins, 

$1.60 

each. 

Total  .  .  .  . 

...  3 .  20 

3 

coins , 

$1.58 

each. 

Total  .  .  .  . 

.  .  .  .  4.74 

5 

coins , 

$1. 56 

each. 

Total  .  .  .  . 

,  .  .  .  7.30 

10 

coins , 

$1.55 

each . 

Total  .  .  .  . 

,  .  .  .15.50 

These  prices  include  packing,  postage  and  insurance.  For  orders 
of  more  than  10  coins,  olease  -use  the  rate  of  10  as  a  basis  -  for  in¬ 
stance,  25  coins  will  take  2j  times  the  10  rate.  In  order  to  assure 
delivery  to  all  bona  fide  collectors,  individual  orders  are  limited 
to  100  coins  ooch. 

The  coin  will  be  a  beautiful  souvenir  of  the  completion  of  the 
longest  bridge  in  the  world.  The  celebration  will  include  a  three-day 
fiesta,  November  12,  13,  and  14,  at  which,  time  all  the  colorful  charm 
of  San  Francisco  will  oe  spread  for  our  visitors. 

Thanking  you  for  your  inquiry  about  the  coin,  we  are, 


Sincerely  yours, 

COIN  DIVISION 

San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Celebration 
625  Market  Street,  Room  615 
San  Francisco,  California 
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The  Bridgeport  Centennial  half-dollar  box  pictured  is  for  one 
coin.  It  is  gold  and  blue  with  printing  on  the  inside  and  outside  of  the 
lid.  Its  actual  dimensions  are  approximately  2-2/3"  wide  by  2-1/4" 
high  and  1/2"  deep. 

The  coins  were  also  issued  in  three-coin  boxes,  although  this 
commemorative  was  minted  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Outer 
mailing  boxes  are  extremely  rare  and  were  made  of  denser  cardboard. 


An  Order  Acknowledgment  Postcard  for  the 
Bridgeport  Tercentenary  Commemorative  (obverse) 

Order  acknowledgment  postcards  for  any  commemorative  issue  are  extremely  rare.  At  one  Long 
Beach  Expo  years  ago,  a  grouping  was  offered.  One  of  our  former  Society  members  was  quick  on  the 
uptake,  having  his  hand  on  his  wallet  before  anyone  else  had  even  a  moment  to  decide  whether  the  selling 
price  was  realistic  or  not. 

When  the  materials  were  displayed  with  much  pride  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser,  everyone  agreed 
with  his  good  fortune  in  acquiring  the  materials.  To  this  day,  one  still  has  trouble  encountering  these 
cards,  which  would  be  a  significant  part  of  any  collection. 
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FROM 

THOS.  G.  MELISH 


United  Bank  Building 
105  East  Third  Street 
k  Cincinnati,  Ohio^A 


Cleveland  Commemorative  Fold-Over  Holder 

Cleveland  commemoratives  came  in  varying  holders:  the  one  pictured  above;  Wynne  black 
leatherette  holders  for  one  or  two  coins  (200  of  these  had  a  notarization  notice  pasted  on  the  back)  with 
a  celluloid  slide  on  the  front;  and  even  an  imprinted  paper  envelope  (used  at  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition). 
Some  outer  mailing  envelopes  did  not  have  the  usual  Thomas  G.  Melish  mailing  address  but  instead  were 
imprinted  with  Melish’s  main  business  address.  The  Bromwell  Wire  Goods  Co. 


Cleveland  Commemorative  Transmittal  Envelope  (reverse) 
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The  following  announcement  and  pricing  letter  was  sent  by  Thomas  Melish  to  prospective 
Cleveland  commemorative  purchasers: 


OFFICE  OF  TREASURES 

THOS.  G.  MELISH 

10S  E  THIRD  STREET 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO 


THE  CLEVELAND  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  COIN  ASSOCIATION 


TELEPHONE  MAin  4123 


■I  OUR  N  A  ."IE  AFP  Is  AiiS 

on  our  list  ::: 


Dear  Sir: 


THE  C LS. UPLAND  CENTENNIAL  C0rT^10R^TIYL  COIN  BILL 
recently  passed  by  the  Senate  ana  the  House  was  s  Lqnea  by  Presiaent 
Roosevelt  Nay  5,  and  is  now  public  law  No. 552.  V/e  estimate  that  it 
will  be  about  a  month  or  perhaos  six  weeks  before  we  can  actually 
distribute  these  Cleveland  coins,  which  will  all  be  minted  at  only 
one  mint . 

TNh  PRIOR  ThiS  REEF  GET  AT  $1.50  PER  COIN,  plus  the 
cost  of  pa  chine,  vesta  ye  ana  insurance.  V/e  enclose  price  list  here¬ 
with  numbered  ana  uated  which  will  enable  you  to  purchase  sufficient 
coins  to  taxe  care  of  your  requirements  if  this  order  with  check 
a " t a c h e d  is  returned  to  us  within  five  days  from  the  receipt  thereof. 
The  cruel-  blank  is  automatically  cancelled  if  not  moiled  to  us 
promp tlv . 

IF  70U  SIND  US  YOUR  CHECK  NOT  your  order  will  positiv¬ 
ely  bo  filled  when  the  coins  are  deiiverea  to  us  by  the  Mint.  We 
arc  familiar  with  the  methods  employed  in  some  of  the  recent  distri¬ 
butions  but  as  our  coins  will  not  be  sola  to  racketeers  or  soeculators 
you  will  bo  absolutely  sure  to  secure  the  coins  ordered  if  you  place 

your  oroor  now,  w ith cy  yo_  or  postal  money  crier.  We  have  already 

been  approached  by  a  speculator  who  wishea  to  buy  the  entire  issue. 

V/e  uavised  him  that  we  were  not  interested. 


When  the 

we  anticipate  that  the 
days.  All  cruers  will 
get  left  rn  to  Is  issue 

Locking 

your  requirements,  wo  b 

THE  CLL7 


-  *■  .  r—y 

i  r  ,  .  /  1  »» 


se  coins  are  released  to  the  banks  in  Ohio 
ant  ire  issue  will  be  sold  within  one  to  three 
be  filled  in  the  rotation  received.  If  you 
It  will  be  your  own  fault,  not  ours . 

forward  to  the  pleasure  of  taking  care  of 
e 7  to  remain 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


.NT  CENIENHI^L  COI 


\ 


\ - V;  *7  I 


THOMAS  0.  MULISH,  Treasurer 
10b  L.  Thira  Street, 

C INCINNaT I ,  OHIO 


.  er 
i\  l 


is 

be 


to  D  e 
sent  , 


e  n  v 


sent  to  Cincinnati  (not  Cleveland), 
unless  vo u  e n o  1  o s  o  Vsw ■  j d  and 
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Pictured  below  are  two  Elgin  envelopes  from  L.  W.  Hoffecker,  distributor  of  the  Elgin 
commemorative  coins:  the  first  showing  the  obverse  of  the  coin  mailing  envelope,  and  the  second 
showing  a  simple  mailing  envelope  (note  the  difference  in  the  postage). 
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Hoffecker  was  not  too  meticulous  in  the  way  he  mailed  the  Elgin  coins;  the  holders  are  almost 
incapable  of  being  authenticated  as  being  for  that  particular  commem,  as  is  obvious  from  the  various 
holders  pictured  below:  the  first  being  the  outside  of  a  coin  holder,  the  second  the  inside,  and  the  third 
.1  cardboard  holder  with  an  indented  coin  circle  (which  is  barely  discernible). 

L.  W.  HOFFECKER 

1514  MONTANA  ST. 

El  Paso,  Texas 


/- 


As  is  obvious,  Hoffecker  was  a  busy  man  in  July  1936  while  he  endeavored  to  promote  the  Elgin 
commemorative  both  by  letter  and  order  acknowledgment  card. 


L.  W.  Hoffecker 

DISTRIBUTOR 

ELGIN  CENTENNIAL  COIN 

P.O.  Box  75 -El  Paso,  Texas  .  .  , 

>■  uly  1,  1 

Dear  3ir : 

I  have  been  appoint  .<]  b-  iho  ELGIN  ILLINOIS  CCNTEiTIAL  COIKI 7TEE 
to  distribute  their  snLrin:  al  cor-aeaorr  tive  half-dollar ,  which  I  -rill  do  from 
my  office  in  El  Paso,  ?e:.as. 

This  coin  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Sirin  Centennial  Monumental 
Committee  and  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  coins  are  to  be  used  to  erect 
a  monument  to  the  Pioneers  n ho  settled  Elgin  and  northern  Illinois  one  hundred 
years  ajo.  Mr.  Trygve  A.  Rovelstad,  u  sculptor  of  Elgin,  ia  the  designer  of 
both  the  coin  and  the  monument. 

Pleago  note  the  Elgin  Bill  calls  for  TOT  MOPE  THAI?  25,000  COINS 
while  some  of  the  other  Di1  1c  whore  the  Commissions  arc  asking  vl.75  and  *2 .CO 
for  their  coins  call  for  HOT  I  ESC  THAT  25,000  c_0I_  SL 

Tile  Elgin  coins  vr ill  all  be  from  one  mint,  Philadelphia,  and  of  one 
date  and  one  design.  Tnore  v/ill  be  no  verities. 

Aa  a  year  haa  elapsed  since  thic  3 i  1 1  w a  introduced,  v /e  have  over 
7,000  advance  orders  on  our  books,  and  v/ill  fill  orders  in  the  order  received, 
but  we  cannot  accept  ordure  unless  accompanied  by  remittances,  either  chock  or 
money  order.  Plcaoe  do  not  send  stajaos  lor  the.  coins,  and  make  all  remittances 
payablo  to  L.  ',7.  Hoffecker,  Distributor. 

The  price  has  boon  set  at  C>1*50  per  coin  plus  postage  and  insurance 


as  follows: 

1  to  5  coins . 10c 

4  to  5  "  15c 

6  to  10  "  25c 


I  hope  the  collectors  will  not  delay  sending  in  their  orders  as  I 
wish  to  give  them  tine  samo  service  I  gave  tin  cm  when  handling  tine  Old  Spanish 
Trail  coin  but  cannot  do  so  without  their  cooperation.  I  also  wish  to  take 
care  of  the  dealors  for  a  reasonable;  number  of  coins,  wufficont  to  supply 
their  customers. 

Vc  ex meet  to  make  delivery  of  the  coins  sometime  in  the  ocrly  fall, 
as  soon  as  the  Mint  can  deliver  them  but  pleas,,  be  patient  as  we  cannot  hurry 
the  Government. 

All  orders  and  remittances  v/ill  bo  c  ckr.ov/1  odgcu  promptly. 


% 


d-5  r>> 
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Hie  Lynchburg  holder  for  the  commemorative  issued  to  celebrate  the  city’s  150th  birthday  was 

somewhat  more  informative  and  easily  identifiable.  Pictured  are  the  outside  and  inside  with  usual  inserts 
for  the  coins. 

LYNCHBURG 

in 

OLD  VIRGINIA 

» 

i 

l  is 

\  celebrating  its 

;  150th  BIRTHDAY 

m 

I  with  the  issuance  of  this 

:  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR 

m 

l  1  and 

J 

7 

;  Pageants,  Parades,  Booklets, 

Museum,  Art  Exhibit,  and 
Exhibition  Hall. 

October  12-  16,  1936. 
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Some  of  the  items  contained  in  my  award-winning 
winning  exhibit  on  the  York  commemorative  coin  and 
accompanying  documentation,  which  I  displayed  at  last 
year’s  FUN  Show,  are  pictured  on  the  following  pages. 
Most  are  easily  identifiable  from  your  commemorative 
references. 

Depicted  here  is  a  York  County  Tercentenary 
Commemorative  Coin  Commission  envelope. 
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Subscription  Application 

\  , 

York ,  County, 
Marne 

Toroontonary 

Comm  emoratSve 

Half  Pol 


1636  -  1936 


Authorized  by  Special  Act  of  Congress 


a 


This  folder  issued  by 

York  County  Tercentenary  Commission 
York  National  Bank 
Saco,  Maine 


/V 


York  County,  cMaine 


TERCENTENARY 

A  Commemorative  Half  Dollur 
has  been  authorized  by  a  Special 
Act  of  Congress  to  be  issued  in 
connection  with  the  York  County 
Tercentenary,  which  marks  the 
300fh  cvdnmversary  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  York  County,  Maine 

Number  Limited  —  The  issue  is 
limited  to  25,000  coins,  all  of 
which  will  be  from  one  mint. 
10,000  of  these  are  to  be  reserved 
for  residents  of  York  County  and 
the  State  of  Maine. 


HALF  DOLLAR 

This  leaves  a  small  number  for 
the  collectors  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Commission,  the  entire  issue 
will  be  sold  the  day  it  is  released. 

J 

Artist  —  The  artist  is  Walter 
H.  Rich  of  Portland,  Maine  and 
Falmouth  Foreside.  Mr.  Rich  is 
nationally  known  for  his  remark¬ 
able  drawings  of  wild  life,  which 
show  the  greatest  of  detail  and 
exactness  of  colors. 

(Tear  off  Subscription  Blank,  reverse  side) 
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York  County  Tercentenary 

,  COMMEMORATIVE  COIN  COMMISSION 

YORK  NATIONAL  BANK 
SACO,  MAINE 
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Nr.  Daniel  LI.  Bloomfield 

132  Nassau  Street 

New  York  City,  New  York 


INSURED 

no.  A  n  ¥ 


1  Order  No.JM 


York  Tercentenary  Commemorative  Transmittal  Envelope  (showing  obverse  and  reverse) 
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In  the  early  days  of  York  County  prob¬ 
ably  most  transactions  were  carried  on  by 
barter  and  it  was  not  until  1803  that  the 
business  of  the  county  had  become  complex 
enough  to  require  a  bank.  It  was  then  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  years  ago  that  our 
bank  was  chartered  and  as  York  County  is 
the  First  County  of  Maine  so  The  't  ork 
National  Bank  is  the  First  Bank  in  Maine  . 
On  the  day  of  its  opening  and  until  1831, 
all  the  entries  were  made  by  a  stocky 
gentleman  with  a  serene  and  self  confident 
countenance  wearing  long  black  silk  stock- 
tngs,  short  trousers,  shoes  with  large  silver 
buckles,  and  a  stock,  predecessor  of  tbe  collar. 
Ffe  took  great  pride  in  the  fact  that  he  served 
for  a  brief  period  (or  General  Washington 
as  his  clerk. 

There  are  many  other  interesting  historical 
lacts  in  the  records  of  the  bank  and  we  lake 
particular  pride  in  the  (act  lliai  we  have 
stood  the  test  of  time  and  are  an  active,  strong 
bank  today  serving  the  entirely  changed  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  public. 

YORK  NATIONAL  BANK 


t  v  1  I 

\ 

\  j 
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/ 
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York  Holder  Showing  Outside  and  Interior 
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It  is  always  fascinating  to  me  to  learn  how  our  members  were  first  introduced  to  numismatics  and 
their  early  experiences— good  and  bad.  All  of  these  factors  influenced  our  present  attitudes  toward 
collecting,  why  we  remained  interested  and  active  in  our  hobby,  and  how  we  developed  as  numismatists. 
A  valued  member  of  the  Society r  has  thus  written  his  first  steps  along  the  commemorative  trail... 


REMINISCENCES 

by  John  R.  Noel  (R-0183,  NV) 


1997  marks  my  25th  year  as  a  coin  collector.  In  early 
1972,  I  began  to  receive  through  the  mail  some  glitzy 
brochures  on  the  benefits  of  coin  collecting  and/or  coin 
investing.  Back  then  most  coins  were  priced  at  $100  or  less, 
so  I  thought  this  would  pique  my  interest  as  well  as  stimulate 
my  numismatic  education. 

Actually,  my  interest  in  coins  began  about  eight  or  ten 
years  earlier.  When  I  was  in  high  school  and  college  in 
Illinois,  we  lived  across  the  street  from  an  elderly  couple. 

They  were  quite  wealthy  and  would  escape  the  harsh  Illinois 
winters  by  going  to  Florida  and  Arizona.  I  would  look  after 
their  house  while  they  were  gone  and  take  care  of  the  lawn 
and  flowers  while  they  were  away  in  the  summers  at  their 
cabin  on  a  Wisconsin  lake.  I  would  spend  many  hours  talking  with  Ike  (his  real  name)  on  everything 
from  politics  (he  was  a  staunch  Republican)  to  baseball  (through  a  very  large  block  of  Anheuser-Busch 
stock,  he  was  part  owner  of  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals)  to  cars  (he  owned  a  Rolls-Royce,  which  he  let  me 
drive  the  160  miles  to  St.  Louis  to  see  a  game  in  his  private  box— talk  about  a  thrill;  both  the  game  and 
the  car!)  to  coins.  In  those  days,  I  knew  nothing  about  coins  and  figured  I’d  never  have  enough  money 
to  make  it  worth  my  while  to  learn.  I  do  know  that  most  of  what  he  had  were  gold  coins,  and  they  were 
kept  in  a  safe  in  the  family  room  at  the  back  of  their  large  house. 

On  New  Year’s  Eve,  1963,  my  dad  was  called  down  to  the  police  station  for  a  “confidential 
discussion.”  As  it  turned  out,  an  informant  had  told  the  police  that  our  house  would  soon  be  broken  into. 
The  crooks  knew  all  of  our  habits— when  my  dad  left  for  work  and  returned  and  what  route  he  took. 
Same  with  me  and  college.  Anyway,  the  police  asked  whether  two  lawmen  could  stay  w'ith  us  24  hours 
a  day  until  this  could  be  cleared  up.  On  the  evening  of  January  2,  1964,  a  car  drove  up  and  stopped  on 
the  road  next  to  our  house.  A  man  got  out  of  the  car  and  started  walking  toward  our  home.  The  police 
inside  got  their  guns  ready,  and  we  were  sent  upstairs.  Then,  as  the  man  approached  the  rural-type 
mailboxes  out  by  the  driveway,  he  hesitated  and  appeared  to  study  them.  Suddenly  he  whirled  around, 
walked  back  to  the  car,  and  drove  away  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  At  this  point,  the  law  officials  decided 
it  was  a  case  of  mistaken  identity  all  along  and  that  the  burglars  had  confused  our  house  with  our  wealthy 
neighbors’  across  the  street.  The  informant  confirmed  that  it  was  a  coin  collection  the  burglars  were  after 
while  the  owners  were  vacationing  in  Florida.  The  deputies  stayed  in  our  house  for  two  more  weeks  to 
keep  a  watch  on  the  house  across  the  street.  At  this  point,  the  police  left  but  would  continue  to  patrol 
our  neighbors’  house  every  15  minutes. 
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Finally,  at  7:30  p.m.  on  January  29,  1964,  our  dog  started  to  bark.  We  turned  on  the  yard  light 
and  could  see  a  car  parked  on  the  road.  Then  the  sheriff  called  and  said  that  the  occupants  of  the  car 
went  into  the  house  and  that  the  law  was  closing  in.  In  the  ensuing  few  minutes,  shouting,  shooting, 
flashing  lights,  and  speeding  cars  interrupted  the  silence  of  the  neighborhood.  When  it  was  over,  one 
of  the  burglars  was  in  custody,  a  second  was  picked  up  hitchhiking  along  a  nearby  highway,  and  a  third 
was  apprehended  in  Peoria,  45  miles  away.  After  looking  inside  the  house  later,  it  was  obvious  that  it 
was  the  safe  they  were  after.  A  year  or  so  later,  Ike’s  house  was  again  broken  into,  and  a  large  part  of 
his  collection  was  stolen. 

Years  later  when  I  received  the  colorful  brochure  from  this  mail  order  company,  I  accepted  the 
bait.  I  can  remember  feeling  as  if  it  were  Christmas  when  that  coin  arrived.  Alas,  as  I  grew  older  and 
w  iser,  I  found  out  how-  overgraded  and  overpriced  the  coins  actually  were.  This  was  the  era  of  imprecise 
grading  (maybe  it’s  still  here)  which,  instead  of  MS-62,  -63,  -64,  -65,  -66,  -67,  or  -68,  it  was  EF,  AU, 
BU,  Choice  BU,  and  Gem  BU. 

The  first  coin  that  was  delivered  to  me  was  a  1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  I  had  never  seen  one  before; 
in  fact,  I  did  not  know  anything  about  commemoratives.  I  thought  it  was  the  prettiest  coin  I  had  ever 
seen.  It  cost  $36  in  November  1972  and  was  labeled  BU.  Years  later,  with  a  lens,  I  could  easily  see 
that  this  was  a  circulated  specimen  and  probably  not  worth  a  tenth  of  what  I  paid  for  it,  but  this  was  the 
beginning  of  my  path  to  commemoratives. 

The  two  most  important  aspects  of  coin  collecting  for  me  are  education  and  good  advice.  I’m 
not  a  dealer,  and  my  ability  to  attend  coin  shows  is  limited;  therefore,  I  can't  observe  and  compare  a 
great  many  coins.  I  do  the  best  I  can  by  reading  and  trying  to  educate  myself.  Where  education  leaves 
off,  good  advice  begins.  I  was  very  fortunate  to  have  met  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  about  17  years  ago. 
It  is  through  their  mentoring  that  I  have  reached  this  level.  Not  that  I  am  any  expert,  but  I  truly  enjoy 
studying  and  collecting  commemorative  coins  and  memorabilia. 


*  *  * 


REMINDER 


If  your  mailing  label  indicates  “08/97,  ”  then  this  will  be  the  last  issue  of  our  journal  you  will 
receive.  However,  if  you  wish  to  continue  to  be  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Society  for  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins,  please  send  your  1997-1998  dues  check  to  me  by  return  mail  if  possible.  The 
remittance  should  be  addressed  as  follows: 

Helen  L.  Carmody 
SUSCC 
P.  O.  Box  302 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648-0302 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  our  club.  More  members  mean  more  sharing  of 
knowledge,  more  people  with  whom  to  become  friends ,  and  more  opportunities  to  enjoy  our  hobby  to  the 
fullest  extent. 


34 


1946  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR:  Part  Twenty-four 

Half  Dollar:  Coin  Designer  Selection 


by  Michael  S.  Turnni  (LM-031,  CA) 


Dedication:  This  twenty-fourth  article  is  dedicated  to  my  fellow  coin  hobbyist  and  devoted  coin 
club  booster,  Syd  Kass  of  Stockton,  California.  This  author  holds  in  high  regard  and  distinct  esteem  Mr. 
Kass’s  long-time  participation  and  contribution  to  our  hobby  and  now  attempts  to  imitate  his  exhaustive 
and  extensive  service  to  credit  unions.  Thanks,  Syd. 


As  this  mini-series  progresses  accenting  the  coin,  the  next  logical  topics  would  be  the  design  and 
designer  and  the  process  that  brought  about  that  design  decision  and  eventual  minting  of  the  1946  Iowa 
Statehood  Centennial  Commemorative  half  dollar.1 

As  noted  in  the  previous  article,2 3  all  “Red  Books"  (since  the  second  edition  of  1948)  portray  the 
Iowa  Half  Dollar.  In  addition,  at  the  heading  of  most  all  articles  in  this  ceaseless  series,  this  being  the 
twenty-fourth  (24th)  article,  the  reverse  and  obverse  have  been  often  displayed. 

Most  all  standard  references  about  United  States  commemorative  coinage— Swiatek  and  Breen, 
Bowers,  and  Taxay,  plus  any  “Red  Book"2— denote  that  the  reverse  depicts  “an  eagle  adapted  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  Iowa  State  arms.”4  Moreover,  “a  tight  cluster  of  29  stars  above  referred  to  Iowa  as 
the  29th  state.”5  Therefore,  the  reverse’s  prominent  motif  is  the  eagle,  whereas  the  obverse  has  the 
conspicuous  Old  Stone  Capitol,  which  was  discussed  in  the  previous  article.  The  remainder  of  the  surface 
area  is  occupied  with  the  statutory  requirements  and  legends.  To  most  coin  hobbyists,  this  design  is 
readily  known  and  self-explanatory,  requiring  no  reexamination  here. 

However,  what  might  be  of  interest  is  what  several  authors  in  commemorative  coinage  have 


'The  author's  intention  is  to  explain  some  facets  about  the  design,  even  though  any  coin  hobbyist  can  readily 
view  the  coin  “eye-to-eye.”  Thus  part  of  the  emphasis  in  this  article  is  the  design.  For  convenience,  footnotes  are 
restricted  to  direct  quotations  and  major  aspects. 

2The  Commemorative  Trail ,  FallAVinter  -  1996,  Volume  14  -  #1  &  42. 

3Readers  are  encouraged  to  read  and  to  refer  to  these  superior  and  serious  numismatic  studies.  All  are  cited 
in  the  Bibliography. 

4Q.  David  Bowers,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  p.  433. 

Uhid. 
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mentioned  but  tailed  to  articulate:  that  the  reverse  was  “adapted  from  a  portion  of  the  State  Arms."6 
How  much  was  “adapted"'.’  What  “portion"?  The  best  way  to  answer  is  to  compare  the  reverse  with 
the  actual  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Iowa.  Refer  to  Figure  1. 


Figure  1.  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Iowa 

As  can  be  seen,  there  are  substantial  differences  between  Adam  Pietz’s  (1873-1961)  creation,  so 
ably  engraved,  and  Iowa’s  Seal  that  was  adopted  in  1 847.  It  should  also  be  stated  that  this  eagle  concept, 
with  streamer  reading  the  State  Motto— “Our  Liberties  We  Prize  and  Our  Rights  We  Maintain"— is 
reproduced  on  Iowa’s  state  flag,  which  was  adopted  in  1921.  Needless  to  say,  and  regardless  of  any 
confirming  evidence,  either  the  Iowa  State  Seal  or  flag,  or  both,  must  have  been  available  to  Adam  Pietz. 

Continuing  about  the  design,  the  both  critical  and  complimentary  review,  if  the  only  one,  has 
been  Cornelius  Vermeule  in  his  magnus  opus,  Numismatic  Art  In  America  (1971).  This  author  will 
wisely  reserve  judgment  to  his  expertise.  Facts  about  Adam  Pietz’s  life  and  career  may  be  obtained  from 
this  author’s  first  article  in  this  series:  “The  Unknown  Coin  Designer:  Adam  Pietz."’  Mr.  Vermeule’s 
judgment  about  the  Iowa  half  dollar  is  quoted  in  that  article. 

Mr.  Vermeule’s  comments  are  positive  and  acknowledge  Pietz’s  experience  and  expertise; 
however,  these  do  not  explain  how  he  was  selected.  True,  as  he  has  been  verified  at  various  points  in 
this  series,  Pietz  had  definite  credentials:  He  had  been  an  Assistant  Engraver  with  the  United  States  Mint 
in  Philadelphia.  He  had  many  years  of  engraving  skill.  He  also  resided  in  Philadelphia,  and 
furthermore,  time  was  of  the  essence. 

Yes,  these  all  substantiate  his  choice,  but  remember  that  those  most  involved  with  this 


'''Don  Taxay,  An  Illustrated  History  of  Commemorative  Coinage ,  p.  247. 
The  Commemorative  Trail ,  Fall  1989,  Volume  5  -  #4. 
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commemorative  half  dollar— Governor  Robert  D.  Blue  (1898-1991),  Ralph  Evans  (1896-1973),  Edith 
Wasson  McElroy  (1887-1975),  and  even  Representative  Karl  LeCompte  (1887-1972)— were  not  coin 
hobbyists  and  clearly  and  completely  blank  concerning  United  States  coinage  requirements  and  the  Mint. 
To  confirm  this,  Governor  Blue  in  a  letter  to  this  author  stated  that  he  had  never  met  Pietz  before, 
during,  or  alter.8  Thus  with  time  and  distance  separating  Iowa  from  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia,  how  did 
these  individuals  locate  and  select  a  coin  designer? 

The  best  point  to  begin  to  answer  is  the  initial  correspondence  by  then  Mint  Director  Nellie 
Tayloe  Ross  (1876-1977)  to  Governor  Blue  dated  August  8,  1946.  the  day  following  then  President  Harry 
Truman  signing  the  commemorative  coinage  legislation,  HR2377.  Refer  to  Figure  2. 

The  key  sentences,  relative  to  a  coin  designer  and  worth  stressing,  are  in  the  second  paragraph: 

“The  Act  imposes  upon  your  state  the  expense  of  the  design.  The  State  will 
unquestionably,  therefore,  desire  to  choose  the  artist  who  is  to  make  the  design.  You 
may  already  have  taken  steps  in  that  direction.  If  not,  and  if  you  desire  it,  I  will  be  glad 
to  send  you  a  list  from  my  files  of  eminent  sculptors,  practically  all  of  whom  have  been 
approved  by  the  Fine  Arts  Commission.  We  will  supply  to  such  artist  as  you  choose 
specifications  relating  to  technical  aspects  to  which  designs  for  coinage  must  conform."9 

Note  both  the  informative  and  imperative  tone  of  her  text,  particularly  her  closing. 

Another  key  sentence  is  her  reference  to  “Six  weeks  or  more  must  be  allowed  for  the 
development  of  the  dies.”10  Again,  the  pressure  of  time  and  need  to  expedite  the  minting  “during  the 
year  1946.”  Of  course,  these  would  clearly  be  influences  in  Adam  Pietz’s  selection. 

Governor  Blue  responded  to  her  letter  with  his  of  August  13,  1946,  although  a  copy  of  his  letter 
has  failed  to  be  located.  Leland  Howard  of  the  United  States  Mint  answered  Governor  Blue  on 
August  15,  1946,  in  a  two-page  letter.  His  letter  itemized  much  of  the  minting  requirements  and  legal 
stipulations  for  coins  and  their  design.  For  example,  he  informs: 

“For  your  information  the  models  must  be  of  plaster  and  should  not  exceed  8  1/2 
inches  in  diameter  and  should  be  executed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  suitable  for  coinage 
purposes.  The  background  or  field  should  have  a  slight  radius,  that  is  the  background 
must  curve  slightly  from  center  to  meet  the  edge  of  the  coin  or  border.  A  model  w  ith 
an  absolutely  flat  background  would  be  practically  impossible  to  coin.  ...  There  are 
certain  inscriptions  and  devices  required  by  law  to  appear  upon  United  States  coins  in 


Governor  Robert  D.  Blue,  letter  to  this  author,  November  4,  1988. 

9Nellie  Tayloe  Ross,  letter  to  Governor  Blue,  August  8,  1946. 


'°Ibid. 
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addition  to  the  design  which  may  be  chosen  by  you. 


ZP 

DIR£”CR  ZF  ~ HE  MINT 


±3  lr-  vrare,  the  bill,  providing  lor  coinage  cl  a  5C-cent 
piece  in  cc  crencracion  of  the  ICCth  anniversary  ol  tne  admission  of. 
Iowa  into  aba  Union  aa  a  State,  ias  been  signed  07  the  President, 
la  provides  lor  ahe  manufacture  cl  alls  coin  curing  aba  -near  1916. 

In  asccocn  as  ahe  issuance  cl  a  new  ocir.  entails  noch  arelirinary 
preparaaion  end  oaocb  necnaniccl  xrk  vrloi  censure  considerable  tin*, 
•ar.delaTed  action  vi.ll  be  imperative  in  order  to  ccrpl 7  ?dth  thi3  re¬ 
quirement. 


The  let  imposes  upon  jcur  3tata  the  aoeperse  ol  the  assign. 

The  State  -.ill  ■ar.cussticr.anl7,  tharelore,  desire  to  cheese  the  artist 
■who  is  to  make  the  design.  leu  nay  already  have  taken  3taps  in  that 
direction.  11  r.ca ,  and  id  you  desire  it,  I  7 dll  be  glad^  tc  send  you 

have  beer,  approved  by  the  Jins  Arts  Commission.  7«  vill  supply  to 
such  araioa  as  you  cheese  specilicaticr.s  relaaing  tc  aechnical  aspects 
ao  which  designs  ler  coinage  must  corlcm.  Belore  a  design  can  be  used 
lor  a  cola,  ia  oust  receive  ahe  approval  cl  the  Director  cl  the  Hint 
and  the  Secretary  ol  ahe  Treasury  and  be  submitted  to  the  Fine  Art3 
Ccnrissicn  lor  advice  relative  to  it 3  artistic  nerit.  The  expanse  of 
tbs  dies,  vnich  will  be  onde  in  the  Mint,  '/rill  also  be  bcrr.e  by  your 
State.  Six  creeks  cr  more  .00030  be  al. loved  lor  the  development  ol  the 

dia3. 


Needless  to  say,  I  would  welcome  such  oc.ami ttae  as  nay  have 
this  nrcject  in  charge  at  ar.y  tine  at  my  cilice  tc  discuss  practical 
aspects  concerning  it. 


Figure  2. 


"Leland  Howard,  letter  to  Governor  Blue,  August  15,  1946.  This  author  would  enjoy  learning  as  much  as 
possible  about  Howard’s  life  and  career,  and  he  signed,  for  whatever  reason,  his  August  15,  1946,  letter  as  “Acting 
Director  of  the  Mint.” 
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However,  the  most  important  fact  in  Mr.  Howard’s  expressive  letter  was  the  enclosed  “names 
of  several  outstanding  artists  in  the  United  States  that  are  capable  of  producing  the  model  for  the  Iowa 
commemorative  coin.”12  This  list  is  given  in  Figure  3.  To  commemorative  coinage  specialists,  it  is  a 
“who’s  who”  of  classical  (1892-1954)  commemorative  coinage  designs. 

~:lr.  Adam  Piet;,  2502  Foweiton  Avenue,  Apt.  2-K,  Philadelphia  4,  Fa.  — 

Mr.  Charles  Keck,  40  Vest  10th.  Street,  Lev  York  City 

hr.  Adolph  A.  Weinman,  224  C-reenv/ay  South,  Forest  Hills,  L.I.,  Lev  York 
hr.  Chester  3each,  207  Ba.st  17th  Street,  lev/  York  City 
hr.  Walker  Hancock,  Lanesville,  Gloucester,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Laura  G.  Fraser,  Westport,  Conn. 

hr.  Cohn  Gregory,  55  West  55th  Street,  hew  York  City 

Mr.  Joseph  Kiselewski,  519  Hast  64th  Street,  Lev  York  City 

Mr.  George  H.  Snowden,  4846  Hosevood  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Mr.  Zeno nd  ?..  Amateis,  Brewster,  L.  Y. 

Mr.  Antnony  de  Francisci ,  220  West  Bdd  Avenue,  hew  York  City 
Mr.  John  Flanagan,  1947  Broadway,  Lev  York,  21. Y. 

Mr.  Herman  MacNeil,  College  Point,  L.I.,  Lew  York 
Mr.  Paul  Manship,  219  Fast  72d  Street,  Lew  York,  L.Y. 

Mr.  Bobert  Aitken,  42  Washington  Lews,  Lev  York,  L.Y. 

Mr.  Gaetano  Cecere,  426  West  28th  Street,  Lew  York,  L.Y. 

Miss  3renda  Putnam,  256  Vest  22d  Street,  Lew  York  City 

hr.  Henry  Bering,  10  West  2 2d  Street,  Lew  York  City 

hr.  C.  Paul  Jennevein,  528  Van  West  Avenue,  Bronx,  Lew  York 

Mr.  James  2.  Fraser,  Westport,  Connecticut 

hr.  Sidney  Waugh,  101  Park  Avenue,  Lev  York  City 

hiss  Gertrude  Lathrop,  151  South  Allen  Street,  Albany,  L.Y. 

hr.  Victor  Salvatore,  45  ^stor  Place,  Lew  York  City 

Mr.  Howard  McCartan,  225  ’West  57th  Street,  Levr  York  City 

Mr.  Lonald  De  Lue ,  1947  Broadway  ,  Lev'  York  City 

Figure  3. 


1 2  Ibid . 
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What  is  most  provocative  is  that  on  Ralph  Evans’  copy— which  may  be  the  original  included  with 
Mr.  Howard’s  letter  to  Governor  Blue— Pietz’s  and  Keck’s  names,  both  listed  at  top,  are  underlined  and 
checked.  Did  Evans  underline?  Most  likely. 

Having  been  sent  Director  Ross’s  August  8th  letter  and  having  been  directed  by  Governor  Blue 
in  an  August  12,  1946,  letter  to  comply  “without  delay  in  connection  with  this  matter,”13  Evans  acted. 
There  is  in  Evans’  profuse  files  reference  to  a  telephone  conversation  on  August  22,  1946,  that  he  had 
with  Leland  Howard;  and,  being  so  meticulous  in  his  responsibility,  he  dictated  a  “Confidential 
Memorandum”  summarizing  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Howard.  For  this  series  and  for  commemorative 
coinage  specialists,  Evans’  important  memorandum,  dictated  at  “11:00  AM  CST,”  is  reproduced  in 
Figure  4. 


August  22,  19U£ 

11:0C  All  CST 


CCRl-'lSSSTTAT.  MEHCRA.MCTM:  Re:  Hngagement  of  artist  for  design  of 

Iowa  flfty-cent  commemorative  coin. 


I  have  just  completed  a  telephone  conversation  with  Leland  Howard, 

Acting  Director  of  the  3urean  of  the  Hint,  Treasury  Department,  Tashingtan,  DJI. 
I  pncned  Mr.  Howard  of  the  nesting  of  our  sub— committee  (Dr.  William  J.  Petersen 
of  Iowa  City;  Mrs.  I>right  Humestcao  of  Albia,  and  myself)  here  in  Davenport 
yestaruay  afternoon.  I  explained  to  Mr.  Howard  that  we  had  had  the  benefit  of 
meeting  with  the  officers  and  manners  of  the  3oard  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  whose  annual  Convention  was  held  at  Davenport,  August  17  through 
the  21. 


I  explained  to  Mr.  Howard  the  splendid  cooperation  we  had  received  fro*  the 
Post  Office  Department  with  respect  to  the  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  stamp,  and. 
inquired  whether  it  would  be  practicable  to  have  an  artist  or  engraver  now 
employed  'ey  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  to  take  a  few  basic  suggestions  submitted  by 
our  committee  and  proceed  to  make  a  design  for  the  Iowa  Centennial  commemaratlTS 
half-dollar.  Mr.  Howard  explained  to  me  that  it  had  been  an  established  policy 
not  to  recommend  their  own  employees,  because  there  were  many  able  artists  who 
had  already  prepared  commemorative  coin  designs  who  were  entitled  to  have  thw 
opportunity  and  compensation  for  such  work. 

I  explained  to  Mr.  Howard  that  our  attention  had  been  directed  to  the 
outstanding  capability  of  Mr.  John  R.  Sinnock,  Chief  Thgraver  at  the 
Fhiidelphla  Mint,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Howard  explained  he 
doubted  whether  Mr.  Sinnock' s  services  could  be  made  available,  because  ho  had 
an  unusually  heavy  schedule  to  handle  at  the  present  time  in  canaectian  with 
hi  a  regular  duties  at  the  Mint,  He  explained  that  there  was  a  very  excessive 
demand  right  now  for  various  medals,  foreign  coinage,  etc.  Ha  told  me,  however, 
in  strict  confidence,  that  he  -was  having  lunch  with  Mrs.  Ross,  Director  of  the 
Mint,  and  if  Mrs.  Ross  was  agreeable  to  our  approaching  Mr.  Sinnock,  he  would 
wire  me  accordingly  this  afternoon. 


Mr.  Howard  stated  that  the  list  of  artists  attached  to  his  letter  dated 
August  15,  addressed  to  Governor  Blue,  comprised  individuals  who  were  ably 
qualified  to  do  this  type  of  work,  and  he  felt  they  must  adhere  to  the  Bureau's 
policy  of  recommending  these  qualified  artists  for  work  of  thin  kind. 


Strictly  off  the  record,  ha  informed  me  that  Adam  Pietz,  who  was  a  former 
assistant  of  Mr.  Sinnock 's,  has  done  very  fine  work,  and  also  Mr.  Charles  leek. 
At  the  same  time,  he  explained  that  the  Bureau  could  not  be  placed  in  the  - 
position  of  making  individual  recommendations  that  might  be  construed  as 
discriminatory. 


I  asked  Mr.  Howard  if  he  knew  the  present  standard  of  charge  for  such  work, 
and  he  said  that  the  fee  would  vary  anywhere  from  $500  to  $1500  at  the  present 
levels,  and  that  the  $1500  fee  was  a  reasonable  one  at  the  present  day  scale. 


-i.,-Vw  .  •  I  *■*" 

-  * 


Figure  4. 


’’Governor  Robert  D.  Blue,  letter  to  Ralph  Evans,  August  12,  1946. 
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The  most  provocative  point  is  the  implication  that  Evans  and  others  “had  been  directed  to  the 
outstanding  capability  of  Mr.  John  R.  Sinnock  (1898-1948),”  the  then  Chief  Engraver  at  the  United  States 
Mint,  and  that  Leland  Howard  would  inquire  as  to  “approaching  Mr.  Sinnock"  and  reply  by  “wire”  the 
same  day.14 

Well,  whatever  the  outcome  of  Leland  Howard’s  lunch  with  Director  Ross  is  unknown;  refer  to 
Evans’  Confidential  Memorandum.  But,  Ralph  Evans,  never  one  to  waste  time  nor  neglect  his  duty, 
acted  on  August  23.  1946,  and  telegraphed  Adam  Pietz— remember  his  name  w'as  first  on  the  list  and  the 
positive  comments  stated  in  the  memorandum— and  asked,  “Are  your  services  available  to  produce  model 
for  the  Iowa  commemorative  coins?”15  His  telegram  was  dated  August  23,  1946.  at  3:48  p.m.  and 
delivered  at  7:29  p.m. 

Adam  Pietz  replied  on  August  25,  1946,  at  5:45  p.m.  with  delivery  at  8:16  p.m.:  “Yes,  I  can 
prepare  the  models  for  the  Iowa  commemorated  (sic)  coin  for  the  usual  price  allotted  for  $1000."  Going 
back  to  the  memorandum,  it  is  clear  that  designer  fees  had  been  discussed;  in  the  closing  remarks,  Mr. 
Howard  stated  that  “the  fee  would  vary  anywhere  from  $500  to  $1500  at  the  present  levels.”16 
Obviously,  Evans  and  others  compromised  and  “split  the  difference.” 

Tw'o  days  later,  on  August  27,  1946,  at  1:48  p.m.  with  delivery  at  3:10  p.m.,  Evans  curtly 
answered,  “Your  telegram  received  and  fee  of  one  thousand  dollars  satisfactory  to  our  committee.  Stop. 
Will  telephone  you  tomorrow  morning  regarding  suggestions  for  design.” 

Now  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  had  its  coin  designer.  Thus  the  next  move  would  be 
“suggestions  for  design.”  Stay  tuned. 
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*  *  * 


REMINDER 


IMPORTANT:  If  your  mailing  label  reads  08/97,  it  is  positively  time  to  send  in  your 
renewal  check.  Otherwise,  this  will  be  your  fast  copy  of  The  Commemorative  Trail. 

The  Society  needs  all  of  its  valued  members  and  new  members  as  well. 

Please  do  your  best  to  assure  our  club  continues  to  be  the  force  it  is  in  the  numismatic 
community. 

It  would  be  a  great  asset  to  the  SUSCC  if  every  one  of  our  members  resolved  to  sign  a  new 
member  in  the  very  near  future.  Our  strength  lies  in  our  members;  with  more  individuals 
supporting  our  Society,  we  will  have  more  submissions  for  our  journal,  more  speakers  for  our 
meetings,  and  more  interest  in  our  favorite  series  of  coins. 

It  is  vital  that  we  all  engage  in  a  major  recruitment  effort  at  this  time.  This  cannot  be 
stressed  too  strongly.  Please  do  your  best  to  assist  all  those  who  are  currently  endeavoring  to  be 
involved  in  our  activities. 


*  *  * 
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WHAT  ONE  (OR  TWO!)  PERSON(S)  CAN  IK) 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 


Jimmy  Lusk  (R-2285,  VA)  has  shown  what  perhaps  many  other  Society  members  may  do  to 
promote  the  series  of  U.S.  commemorative  coins. 

His  complete  set  of  Booker  T. 

Washington  coins,  as  well  as  the 
1936  Lynchburg  Sesquicentennial  and 
Norfolk  Bicentennial  half  dollars,  are 
housed  in  a  custom  holder  entitled 
“Commemorative  Coins  of  Virginia.” 

Jimmy  has  permitted  the  set  to  be  on 
long-term  display  at  the  Booker  T. 

Washington  National  Monument 
visitors’  center  in  Franklin  County, 

VA. 

The  set  was  first  exhibited 
during  Black  History  Month  in 
February  and  was  on  display 
throughout  the  summer  season. 

Added  to  the  exhibit  were 
examples  of  the  1935-D  Arkansas, 

1936-D  Boone,  and  1952  Carver- 
Washington  half  dollars,  and  Q. 

David  Bowers’  (R-0548,  NH) 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia , 
donated  to  the  BTW  Monument  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 


The  monument  in  Hardy, 
VA,  is  open  throughout  the  year, 
9  a. m. -5  p.m.,  seven  days  a  week.  It 
is.  located  at  12130  Booker  T. 
Washington  Highway.  For  any 
further  information,  members  may 
contact  the  park  at  540-721-2094. 


The  following  page  shows  the 
headstone  and  grave  site  of  James 
Burroughs,  who  owned  the  farm  where  Washington  was  born  (now  the  site  of  the  monument),  and  a 


Chief  Park  Ranger,  Tina  Orcutt,  holding  the  coin  set 
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placard  of  Washington  at  the  park’s  parking  lot. 

W  e  are  indebted  to  Jimmy  tor  his  willingness  to  allow  us  a  brief  glimpse  into  such  an  historically 
significant  site,  which  some  of  us  may  one  day  be  able  to  visit  ourselves. 
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*  % 


NEW  MEMBERS 


A  big  Welcome!  to  the  following  individuals  who  joined  our 
club  since  the  publication  of  the  Spring  1997  issue  of  The  Trail.  Thanks 
to  all  Society  members  who  are  indicated  as  their  proposers. 

Now  is  a  critical  time  for  our  club,  and  all  of  us  should  make  a 
special  effort  to  recruit  new  members.  Please  take  a  few'  minutes  to  ask 
friends  or  colleagues  whether  they  too  would  enjoy  being  part  of  the 
Society. 


Bailes,  Joseph  R . 

Becker,  Fred  H . 

Botwinick,  Irwin  . 

Brown,  Joshua  R . 

Bruce,  Robert  K . 

Case,  John  P . 

Dorf,  Donald  E . 

Durgan-Jones,  Shaun  D. 

Frye,  W.  Leeds . 

Hartman,  Howard  G.  ... 

Kay,  Donald  P . 

Morrisey,  Robert  J . 

Portanova,  A.  A . 

Quinn,  Ronald  M . 

Schleif,  Anthony . 

Steelman,  Mike  L . 

Williams,  Debbie . 


Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Coin  World 

Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Coin  World 

Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Helen  L.  Carmody 
Proposed  by  Gordon  R.  Donnell 
.  Proposed  by  Frank  W.  Du  Vail 
.  Proposed  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


*  *  * 


DONATIONS 


By  their  extremely  generous  and  thoughtful  donations,  the  following  individuals  have  contributed 
toward  enabling  our  Society  to  provide  members  with  the  “best  buy  in  numismatics": 
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Material 


Bria,  Robert  T. 

$0.00  to  $24.99 

Iversen,  Phil 
Pasek,  Robert  J. 
Wesp,  Peter  J. 

$25.00  to  $49.99 

Spencer,  Jay  I. 
Zaumeyer,  Jr.,  John 

$50.00  to  $74,99 

Koch,  Gary  R. 

$100.00  and  Over 

Johnson,  Earl  K. 

*  *  * 


We  thank  these  dedicated  Society  members  for  their  generosity  to  our  club  and  their  continued 
support  of  all  our  activities  since  the  formation  of  our  Society. 


*  *  * 


(Editor’s  Note:  We  are  not  only  in  these  members’  debts  to  add  to  our  treasury ;  we  also  have 
to  thank  them  for  their  continued  support  of  all  our  activities  since  the  formation  of  our  Society.  Without 
their  generosity  we  would  be  facing  an  assured  dues  increase  because  of  rising 
paper,  printing  and  postage  costs. 

Please  thank  them  in  person  at  the  next  show  or  club  meeting  you 
attend.  If  you  know  their  mailing  addresses,  be  kind  enough  to  write  to  them 
to  express  your  gratitude.  /  have  found  a  great  majority’  of  our  members  will 
give  the  Society'  that  extra  effort  according  to  either  their  means  or  abilities. 

We  applaud  all  those  whose  actions  contribute  to  the  well-being  and 
advancement  of  our  Society’!) 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

Articles  relating  to  commemorative  coins  and  the  people 
involved  with  them  abounded  in  numismatic  periodicals  since  our  last 
journal.  Even  though  some  of  these  publications  did  not  contain 
articles  relating  to  our  favorite  series  of  coins  during  this  particular 
reporting  period,  they  are  listed  to  remind  members  of  their  value  to 
numismatics.  A  sampling  of  just  some  of  the  features  follows: 

The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Monthly  Supplement ,  published  by 
CDN  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  11099,  Torrance,  CA  90510;  the  weekly 
Greysheet—  including  the  Monthly  Supplement  and  Quarterly— is 
$54.00  for  six  months  and  $98.00  for  one  year;  the  single-copy  price 
of  the  Monthly  Supplement  is  $4.00. 

“Jackie  Robinson  commems  step  up  to  the  plate  July  3,”  “Pioneers  subject  of  proposed  coins,” 
and  “Maine  Centennial  half  dollar  just  one  of  state  collectibles”  (June  2,  1997);  “Advisors  OK  Law 
Officers  designs,”  “Botanic  Garden  sets  arriving,”  and  “Maryland’s  rich  history  provides  ample 
collecting  opportunities”  (June  9,  1997);  “$500  a  set!-How  high  will  the  Botanic  sets  go?,”  ’’Fond 
memories-Numismatist  recalls  time  spent  with  sports  gFeat,”  and  “Franklin  D.  Roosevelt-How  ironic  that 
nation’s  newest  gold  coin  honors  president  who  confiscated  gold”  (June  16,  1997);  “Where  is  the  study?- 
Treasury  study  on  circulating  commems  complete  but  not  released  to  Congress”  and  “Guest  Commentary: 
Analyzing  the  Botanic  coin  surge”  (June  23,  1997);  “New  treasury  study  indicates  Americans  likely  to 
collect  multiple  sets  of  circulating  commems,”  “Botanic  Garden  set  market  volatile,”  "First  federal 
baseball  card  part  of  special  Robinson  set,”  “Circulating  quarters-Congress  has  the  power  to  make  it  a 
go,”  “The  greatest  scandai-Surcharges  killing  numismatic  endeavors,”  “The  Treasury’s  Study: 
Circulating  Statehood  Commems”  (a  four-part  series  comprising  “Treasury  study  pleases  author  of 
enabling  act,”  “51%  of  adult  Americans  show  interest  in  collecting  sets  of  statehood  coins,”  “Denver 
Mint  could  need  additional  production  line  to  handle  program,”  and  “ANA  calls  50-state  circulating  coins 
great  boost  for  the  collecting  hobby”),  and  “Olympic  sales  ‘well  below  expectations’”  (June  30,  1997); 
“Fine  Arts  panel  approves  RFK  Coin”  and  “Botanic  Garden  5Cs  receive  high  grades”  (July  7,  1997); 
“Circulating  25C  state  commems  ‘will  happen,”’  “GAO  continues  investigating  Olympic  losses,”  and 
“Show  me  the  money-Missouri  boasts  numismatic  history  that  spans  180  years”  (July  14.  1997); 
“Smithsonian  commem  program  sells  few  coins”  and  “Complete  Booker  T.  Washington  set  on  exhibit 
at  Hardy,  Va.,  monument”  (July  21,  1997);  “Early  Dutch  settlers  build  fort  that  becomes  Albany”  and 
“New  Rochelle  half  dollar  honors  Huguenots,”  (July  28,  1997);  “Statehood  quarters  gain  support," 
“Editorial:  It’s  time  to  approve  statehood  25C,”  and  “Guest  Commentary:  State  coins  not  revenue 
generators”  (August  4,  1997);  “Groups  OK  Black  Patriots  designs,”  “Jackie  Robinson  silver  dollars 
proving  a  hit,”  “Editorial:  Another  reason  to  drop  surcharges,”  and  “Independent  film  producer  discovers 
lost  work  showing  Laura  Gardin  Fraser”  (August  11,  1997);  “Circulating  commems  closer,”  “Interest, 
support  widen  for  state  25C  commems,”  “Platinum-gold  bimetallic  coin  under  consideration  for  U.S.,” 
and  “Bowers  reviews  commem  market”  (August  18,  1997);  “Diehl  says  100  quarters  possible  in  set.” 
“Replacement  note  found  in  Botanic  Garden  set,”  “Editorial:  Planning  key  to  program’s  success,”  “Lost 
in  silver”  (Roanoke),  and  “Rochette  suggests  commem  reforms”  (August  25,  \991)—Coin  World  [P.  O. 
Box  150,  Sidney,  OH  45365-0150]  is  published  weekly;  $28  for  52  weekly  issues. 
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“My  Two  Cents’  Worth,”  “10  Best  Coin  Buys,”  “10  Most  Wanted  U.S.  Coins,”  “Double 
Jackpot  From  The  Mint,”  “10  Silver  Wishes,”  “10  Golden  Collectibles,”  and  “ COlNage  Bulletin”  (July 
1997);  "*97’s  Bonanza  Nickel,”  “Circulating  Commemoratives— Is  It  A  Go?,”  and  “Coin  Capsule:  1900” 
(August  1997);  and  "The  Mint’s  Instant  Rarities,”  “Coin  Capsule:  1987,”  and  “10  Coins  To  Retire  On” 
(September  1997)— COlNage  magazine,  published  by  Miller  Magazines,  Inc.,  4880  Market  Street, 
Ventura,  CA  93003-7783;  $23  for  12  monthly  issues. 

“Tomorrow’s  Bicentennial  winners,”  “Celebrating  Norwegian  heritage,”  and  “Bits  and  Pieces” 
(Botanic  Garden  Coin  and  Currency  set,  Police  coin)  (August  1997);  “Editor’s  Letter”  (Botanic  Garden’s 
Jefferson  nickel)  and  “Bits  and  Pieces”  (50  states  coinage  bill,  Robert  Kennedy  dollar)  (September  1997); 
and  “Editor’s  Letter”  (Setting  a  proper  course),  “Pan-Pac  gold  and  silver  treasures,”  and  “Video  shows 
Fraser  at  height  of  her  career”  (October  \991)— Coins  magazine,  published  by  Krause  Publications,  Inc., 
700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990;  $24.98  for  12  monthly  issues. 

“Police  pick  designs”  and  “McKinley  gold  dollar  not  popular  in  its  day”  (June  3,  1997);  “Funds 
go  to  students,”  “Early  Botanic  sets  retail  for  $500,”  and  “Viewpoint:  USOC  looks  to  coin  hobby  for 
guidance”  (June  10,  1997);  “Baseball  card  put  in  gold  set,”  “Botanic  sets  delivery  late,”  “NGC  president 
proud  of  10  years  of  service,”  and  “Viewpoint:  Distribution  of  Botanic  sets  was  not  fair”  (June  17, 
1997);  “Study  supports  quarter  commem  program”  and  “Research  position  keeps  Lange  busy  at  NGC” 
(June  24,  1997);  “Design  process  true  to  Robinson’s  beliefs,”  “Editorial:  Influence  commemorative 
quarters’  fate,”  and  “Viewpoint:  Write  a  letter  to  Treasury  Secretary  Rubin”  (July  1,  1997);  “Bobby 
Kennedy  dollar  OK’d”  and  “Demand  for  Roosevelt  and  Botanic  commems  remains  strong”  (July  8, 
1997);  “Robinson  set  given  by  Rubin”  and  “Mint  hopes  to  sell  Olympic  coins  to  USOC”  (July  15,  1997); 
“Collectors  seek  out  Botanic  sets”  (July  22,  1997);  “Committee  selects  two  designs”  and  “‘Medal  Maker’ 
Restored”  (July  29,  1997);  “Black  Patriots  push  Dwight  design,”  “Botanic  Garden  to  receive  Robinson 
surcharge,”  and  “U.S.  Mint  tried  but  failed  to  sell  Community  Service  commem”  (August  4,  1997); 
“Commission  supports  adding  ‘Liberty’  phrase  to  Patriot  coin,”  “Bowers  receives  Friedberg  Literary 
Award,”  “Commem  sales  for  1997  continue  to  lag,”  and  “Editorial:  Commem  program  seems 
irretrievably  broken”  (August  12,  1997);  “Viewpoint:  Keep  clutter  out  of  50-states  quarter  series”  and 
“Sponsors  bring  proposals  before  CCCAC  at  ANA”  (August  19,  1997);  “U.S.  Mint  reveals  sales  totals 
for  Jackie  Robinson  commems”  (August  26,  1997)— Numismatic  News  (published  by  Krause  Publications, 
700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990)  is  $29.98  for  52  issues. 

“Jackie  Robinson  Commems:  All  Bases  Covered”  (July  1997)  and  “The  World’s  Columbian  Expo 
Half  Dollar”  and  “The  ‘Other’  Columbian  Expo  Commemorative”  (October  \991)—The  Numismatist , 
(official)  monthly  publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  818  North  Cascade  Avenue, 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279.  Membership  includes  subscription:  $35  for  adults  and  $31  for  senior 
citizens,  age  65  or  older  (includes  $6  application  fee,  first  year  only). 

Winning  Ways,  official  (quarterly)  publication  of  Women  in  Numismatics,  14252  Culver,  #490, 
Irvine,  CA  92714.  Membership  includes  subscription:  $35  per  year. 

All  of  these  publications  feature  countless  supplements  to  the  knowledge  contained  in 
commemorative  references  already  residing  in  your  libraries.  I  hope  all  Society  members  subscribe  to 
these  publications.  Support  these  magazines  and  newspapers;  write  articles  and/or  letters  to  the  editor 
to  share  your  knowledge  and  to  express  your  views;  encourage  others  to  do  the  same!  The  printed  word 
will  remain  for  decades  to  come  to  spark  the  interest  necessary  to  attract  new  collectors  to  perpetuate  our 
hobby.  The  future  of  numismatics  depends  upon  all  of  us. 
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AWARDS  AND  RECOGNITION  ACCORDED  SUSCC  MEMBERS! 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-007,  CA) 


CONECA  officers,  Mike  Ellis  (R-2239,  GA),  president,  and  Lee  H. 
Gong  (R-1777,  CA),  youth  director  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
deserve  appreciation  from  all  hobbyists  for  their  efforts  at  Errorama  '97  in 
Colorado  Springs  in  August.  Mike  received  the  Don  Wallace  Memorial 
Literary  Award  for  “Coin  Seminar  Alaska  Style”  and  the  Kenny  Knapp 
Membership  Recruitment  Award.  Lee  is  a  consistent  exhibit-award  winner. 
Most  recently  he  won  Best  of  Show  at  the  Sacramento  Valley  Coin  Club  Show' 
for  “Weak  Strikes  and  Die  Trials.”  We  are  fortunate,  indeed,  to  have  such 
devoted  hobbyists  who  share  their  knowledge  so  willingly  with  others. 


At  the  ANA’s  29th  Annual  Summer  Conference  held  in  July  in  Colorado  Springs,  Gail 
Kraljevich  (R-2243,  PA)  was  presented  the  Presidential  Award  for  her  dedicated  work  with  YNs.  as  well 
as  her  tireless  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  organization.  One  of  the  most  popular  highlights  at  the  Summer 
Conference,  by  the  way,  was  “An  Hour  with  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  and  Ken  Bressett.”  Dave, 
as  usual,  had  a  wealth  of  entertaining  anecdotes  to  relate,  and  time  passed  all  too  quickly  before  the 
session  was  over.  (Dave  also  received  the  ANA  Presidential  Award  at  the  NYC  ANA  convention.)  Also 
at  the  Summer  Conference,  J.  T.  Stanton  (R-0935,  GA)  sacrificed  his  beard  for  the  first  time  in  16  years 
to  benefit  the  YN  scholarship  fund  (realizing  $2,200— congratulations,  J.  T.!),  and  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025, 
GA)  again  proved  he  is  one  of  the  most  humorous  and  informative  masters  of  ceremonies  on  the 
numismatic  scene. 


In  ANA  election  balloting,  the  winners  were  a  number  of  Society  members:  Anthony  Svviatek 
(R-0004,  NY)  (whose  team  of  “Minerva’s  Conquerors”  was  again  victorious  in  the  “World  Series  of 
Numismatics”  during  the  ANA  convention),  president;  Scott  A.  Travers  (R-2212,  NY),  vice  president; 
and  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA)  and  Will  Rossman  (R-2229,  TX),  governors. 

Joel  D.  Rettew,  Sr.  (R-0925,  CA),  represented  by  his  son,  donated  $1,000  to  Anthony  Swiatek 
(R-0004,  NY),  ANA  president,  to  help  support  the  ANA’s  Numismatic  Curricula  Project  designed  to 
incorporate  numismatics  into  school  studies.  It  would  be  laudable  to  have  other  SUSCC  members  follow 
suit. 


The  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  presented  awards  to  two  distinguished  dealers  at  its  annual 
banquet  July  29th  in  New  York  City.  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH),  former  PNG  president,  received 
the  Robert  Friedberg  Literary  Award  for  the  sixth  time  since  1980— this  time  for  his  latest  book, 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  The  Abe  Kosoff  Founder’s  Award  was  presented  to  Raymond  N. 
Merena  (R-2249,  NH)  in  recognition  of  his  “new  and  innovative  approaches  to  streamlining  and 
improving  PNG  operations  and  actively  promoting  the  entire  numismatic  industry  as  well  as  the  Guild.” 
Julian  M.  Leidman  (R-0508,  MD)  was  recognized  for  25  years  of  PNG  membership.  PNG  President 
Richard  J.  Schwary  (R-1273,  CA),  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  SUSCC,  was  kept  very  busy  presenting 
numerous  awards  and  scholarships  while  in  NYC.  New  1997-1999  PNG  Board  of  Directors  include 
Society  members  Gary  Adkins  (R-2085,  MN),  John  Dannreuther  (R-0021,  TN),  Steve  Ivy  (R-1126, 
TX),  Raymond  N.  Merena  (R-2249,  NH),  Richard  J.  Schwary  (R-1273,  CA),  and  Fred  C.  Weinberg 
(R-1205,  CA). 
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At  the  1997  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Bash,  several  Society  members  were  recognized. 
Scott  A.  Travers  (R-2212,  NY)  shared  the  honor  of  “Book  of  the  Year”  award  for  How  to  Make  Money 
in  Coins  Right  Now.  Scott  also  won  in  the  specialized  books  category  for  numismatic  investments. 
Extraordinary  Merit  Awards  were  given  to  The  Commemorative  Trail,  edited  by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R- 
0007,  CA);  “Investor’s  Profit  Advisory”  by  Michael  R.  Fuljenz  (R-0002,  TX);  “The  1996  ANA 
Convention  Auction  Catalog”  by  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries  [Steve  Ivy  (R-II26,  TX)  and  Janies  L. 
Halperin  (R-I125,  TX)];  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  by  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH); 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents  by  David  YV.  Lange  (R- 1 779,  NJ).  Q.  David  Bowers’ 
column,  “Coins  and  Collectors”  in  the  American  Numismatic  Association’s  The  Numismatist  was  named 
best  column  in  a  non-profit  numismatic  organization  publication.  The  award  for  best  auction  catalog  was 
given  to  Bowers  and  Merena  for  “The  Eliasberg  Collection,  Part  II.”  “The  Rosen  Numismatic 
Advisory”  by  Maurice  Rosen  (R-0450,  NY)  received  the  Lee  Martin  Founder’s  Award  for  Best 
Investment  Newsletter.  The  best  dealer-published  magazine  or  newspaper  went  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
for  Rare  Coin  Review.  “Smart  Money  with  Ken  and  Daria  Dolan”  of  WOR,  New  York,  was  awarded 
best  audio  program  with  Mike  Fuljenz  as  a  guest.  Needless  to  say,  SUSCC  members  had  a  great 
evening! 

At  the  ANA  NYC  awards  ceremony,  outgoing  Governor  J.  T.  Stanton  (R-0935,  GA)  was 
presented  the  Glenn  Smedley  Award.  J.  T.’s  services  on  the  Board  were  exemplary;  however, 
professional  responsibilities  precluded  his  seeking  reelection.  Jake  Wood,  Jr.  (J-0084,  PA),  received 
the  second-place  award  in  the  YN  U.S.  Coins  category  for  his  exhibit,  “The  Franklin  Half,  the  All- 
American  Coin.” 

Ralph  C.  Langham  (R-0049,  CT)  received  the  prestigious  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award  from 
Numismatic  News,  also  at  the  ANA  Convention.  Ralph  was  responsible  for  the  creation  of  the  ANA 
Representative  Program  and  served  as  its  National  Coordinator.  For  many  years  he  has  been  extremely 
active  in  local,  state,  regional,  national,  and  specialized  numismatic  groups.  Congratulations,  Ralph! 

At  California’s  Golden  State 
Show  in  August,  Jerry  Yahalom  (R- 
1060,  CA)  and  wife  Mary  Yahalom 
(R-1784,  CA)  were  also  named 
Numismatic  Ambassadors.  This 
dynamic  duo  are  very  active  not  only 
in  our  Society  but  in  numerous  local, 
regional,  and  state  clubs.  They 
devote  a  majority  of  their  time  in 
giving  presentations  at  coin  clubs, 
exhibiting,  and  serving  as  officers  of 
various  organizations.  This  honor  is 
bestowed  on  numismatists  who  have 
“gone  above  and  beyond”  in 
promoting  our  hobby.  They  have 
certainly  done  that  for  decades,  and 
the  award  was  long  overdue. 

Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 
was  on  hand  to  offer  her 
congratulations. 
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Society  members  also  won  exhibit  awards  at  the  Golden  State  Show.  Besides  those  noted  in  “The 
President’s  Office,”  “Odd  and  Curious  Money  of  Siam”  by  Chuck  White  (R-2160,  CA)  took  first  place 
in  the  modern  foreign  (1500-date)  category  and  Best  of  Show  for  that  exhibit  as  well!  Gordon  R. 
Donnell  (R-2220,  CA)  took  second  place  in  the  miscellaneous  category  with  his  exhibit  “Depression  Era 
Wooden  Money.”  Gordon  was  also  named  this  year’s  ANA  Outstanding  District  Delegate,  a  truly 
deserved  honored.  In  addition  to  winning  first  place  in  the  commemorative  coin  category,  Phil  Iversen 
(R-1243,  CA)  also  had  a  non-competitive  exhibit,  “CSNA  (California  State  Numismatic  Association) 
Golden  Anniversary.”  All  these  gentlemen  consistently  take  exhibit  honors  at  numerous  local,  state, 
regional,  and  national  conventions. 

At  the  August  Blue  Ridge  Numismatic  Convention,  Bill  Fivaz  (LM-025,  GA)  won  Best  in  Show 
for  his  three-case  exhibit,  “Hobo  Nickels.”  (He  won  first  place  in  the  tokens  and  medal  category  for  the 
same  exhibit.)  In  the  U.S.  category,  Frank  W.  Du  Vail  (LM-001,  AL)  took  top  honors  for  “The 
Wisconsin  Territorial  Centennial  Half  Dollar.” 


*  *  * 

NEW  ROCHELLE  MEDAL  WITH  ACCOMPANYING  BOX 


Another  rare  documentation  find  is  the  pictured  New  Rochelle  silver  medal  with  antiqued  finish. 
Its  accompanying  cardboard  box  is  covered  with  gold  paper,  the  underside  of  which  is  imprinted  in  italic 
type  as  follows:  In  Recognition  that  the  idea  of  a  New  Rochelle  Half  Dollar  originated  with  the 
Westchester  County ;  Coin  Club,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. .  Oct.  18,  1938. 


51 


COMMEMORATIVE  DESIGNER  ATTENDS  ANA  SUMMER  CONFERENCE 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

At  this  year’s  American  Numismatic  Summer  Conference  held  in  Colorado  Springs  July  12-18, 
1997,  there  was  a  special  appearance  by  a  commemorative  designer  at  the  annual  art  exhibition  held  in 
conjunction  with  this  very  popular  numismatic  event. 

Scott  R.  Blazek,  who  designed  the  $5  gold  coin  commemorating  James  Madison  and  The  Bill  of 
Rights,  had  a  display  of  several  of  his  works.  He  is  a  Lutheran  (LCMS)  minister,  who  has  a  degree  in 
commercial  graphics  and  continues  to  free-lance  his  artistic  talent  in  his  free  time.  He  has  illustrated  a 
number  of  festival  posters  as  well  as  seven  children’s  books,  particularly  the  Clovis  Crawfish  series 
published  by  Pelican.  He  enjoys  speaking  to  schools,  libraries,  and  various  organizations.  In  his  own 
words,  “I  give  thanks  to  God  for  my  many  opportunities  to  use  my  talents  both  for  church  and 
community.” 

As  background  to  his  design.  Reverend  Blazek  offered  the  following  narrative: 

James  Madison,  before  becoming  the  fourth  President  of  the  United  States,  “fathered” 
our  U.S.  Constitution  and  is  considered  the  “framer”  of  the  Constitution’s  Bill  of  Rights 
(the  first  twelve  amendments  which  ensure  our  basic  freedoms). 

After  200  years  the  United  States  Congress,  wishing  to  commemorate  both  James 
Madison  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  commissioned  the  United  States  Mint  to  issue  three 
commemorative  coins  for  the  occasion:  a  $5  gold  “eagle,”  a  silver  dollar,  and  a  silver 
half  dollar.  An  open  competition  for  the  coins’  designs  was  extended  to  the  general 
public.  After  815  entries,  six  designs  were  chosen,  one  of  which  was  the  one  depicted 
on  the  following  page  by  Reverend  Scott  R.  Blazek  for  the  obverse  of  the  $5  gold  coin. 

(His  interlocking  initials  appear  above  the  “R”  just  above  Madison’s  elbow.) 

A  special  limited  edition  of  1,000  prints  in  two  colors  on  heavy  parchment-style  paper  (8-1/2" 
x  11")  of  the  Madison  commemorative  have  been  numbered  and  signed  by  the  artist.  They  are  available 
for  $3  plus  $1  postage  and  handling  for  each.  Mail  your  request  and  check  to: 

Scott  R.  Blazek 
5  Pineway  Boulevard 
Clovis,  NM  88101-8464 

If  you  wish  to  have  your  print  personalized,  indicate  to  whom,  and  please  print  clearly. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  at  the  exhibit  with  Mike  Ellis  (R-2239,  GA),  who  also  happened 
to  be  one  of  my  instructors  in  “The  Modern  Minting  Process  and  How  Errors  &  Varieties  are  Created.” 
(The  other  was  J.  T.  Stanton  (R-0935,  GA). 

Mike,  knowing  my  interest  in  commemorative  coinage,  called  my  attention  to  the  sale  of  the 
prints  and  purchased  one  for  me  as  a  gift.  Not  only  is  Mike  an  excellent  teacher  but  a  generous  person 
as  well.  I  was  delighted  with  my  new  acquisition  and  wanted  other  Society  members  to  enjoy  it.  Many, 
many  thanks,  Mike! 
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Designed  by  Scott  R.  B1  A-zek 

For  tbe  D.S.  So. 00  Gold  Loin 

C  ommemorating 

James  Lladison  &  The  Bill  of  Rights 
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IN  MEMORY  OF  RON  DOWNING 


1943-1997 


Much  has  already  been  written  about  the  many  contributions  Ron  Downing  (R-0637,  CA)  made 
to  our  hobby,  for  which  he  earned  the  deep  respect  and  affection  of  the  entire  numismatic  community. 
Ron  passed  away  suddenly  on  May  22nd  and  was  publisher  of  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  and  other 
related  publications  owned  by  CDN  Inc.  in  Torrance,  California,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

However,  members  may  not  be  aware  of  his  dedication  to  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins.  Together  with  his  mother,  Pauline  Miladin  (R-0636,  CA),  and  business  associate,  Dennis  R. 
Baker  (R-0635,  CA),  Ron  supported  all  our  endeavors  and  was  gracious  in  complying  with  all  requests 
made  of  him  on  behalf  of  our  organization.  He  would  always  greet  me  at  coin  conventions  and  ask  how 
the  Society  was  progressing  and  to  let  him  know  whether  he  could  be  of  any  special  assistance. 

Years  before  I  ever  became  really  interested  in  coins,  my  late  husband,  Don,  and  I  would  visit 
Ron  and  Pauline  at  Coin-A-Rama  City  in  Hawthorne,  California.  Don  would  look  through  Ron’s  new 
purchases,  and  they  would  deal  for  hours  on  end  (although  the  time  was  mostly  devoted  to  telling 
anecdotes  about  the  people  and  incidents  they  had  encountered  in  the  hobby  they  both  loved).  Pauline, 
although  really  much  too  busy  to  “entertain”  me,  would  still  put  aside  her  work  and  made  each  trip  an 
enjoyable  experience.  It  was  actually  Ron’s  mother,  Pauline,  who  encouraged  me  to  become  interested 
in  commemorative  coins;  for  that  she  has  my  everlasting  gratitude. 

Ron’s  mother,  wife,  son,  two  daughters,  and  two  grandchildren  survive  him.  He  was  taken  much 
too  soon  from  all  those  whose  lives  he  touched  and  enriched.  On  behalf  of  the  Society,  I  offer  our 
deepest  condolences  to  his  family,  friends,  and  the  staff  of  CDN. 
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